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​​ SPRING TERM 2026 

​​ Weekly Newsletter 16th March 2026  
The school day and learning starts at 08:45 when the school gates are opened and children go to their classrooms 

The gates are closed at 08:55  

Children who arrive late (after 08:55) will need to report to the school office. 
 

If you have a message to pass on to a teacher, the quickest way for this to get to them is by email to 
office.2563@harwell.oxon.sch.uk   

Thank you. 

 

**IMPORTANT REMINDER **     
Harwell has a ‘no nut’ policy so please ensure that NO NUTS OF ANY KIND are brought into school -  including 

Nutella spread or wrappings using bags previously containing nuts.  
 

If you are giving your child (KS2) a snack to bring to school please  ensure it is in keeping with the school’s healthy 
eating ethos, such as fruit. (Rec/KS1 children are already provided with fruit each day) 

School Uniform Reminder 
We have noticed in some cases, that the school uniform standards are slipping across the school. Please note in 
particular that “Black or dark grey trousers or shorts, culottes, skirt, skort or pinafore dress” are specified - (not 

jogging bottoms unless it is a PE day). Please also make sure your child has Black shoes or black trainers (unless 
it is PE day when trainers are acceptable).  

If you have any queries on what is/isn’t part of the uniform, please visit our website for the full specifications. 
https://harwellprimaryschool.co.uk/uniform/  

 

Parking for drop off and collection  

 
We kindly ask all parents and carers to be considerate when parking during drop-off and collection 

times.  
We have recently received another complaint from a neighbour, and maintaining positive 

relationships with our local community is very important to us. 
Please ensure you park safely, avoid blocking, turning or parking on private driveways.  

Where possible, park away from school at the Rec or Village Hall and walk in. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation and support. 

 
 
Monday  
16th March 

Before School Barn Breakfast Club from 8:00 to 8:45 on Mon-Fri 

Morning  

Afternoon Lunchtime Chess Club - In Year 5 classroom 12:15-1 pm - (years 2-6) - full. 
Year 5 - Ukelele  
Year 2 PE- Please wear PE attire to school. 

After school Barn After School Club from 3:15 to 6pm on Mon-Thurs &  3:15 to 5:30pm on 
Friday 
Boys  Football Club to start 3.15 - 4.10 pm (Field for Term 2 - boots or trainers)  

https://harwellprimaryschool.co.uk/uniform/


 

 

 
Tuesday 
17th March 

Morning  

Afternoon Year 5 - PE- Please wear PE attire to school. 

After school Key Stage 2 Cricket Club - Sign up on Arbor 

 
Wednesday  
18th March 

All Day  

Morning Year 5 - Forest School - please wear layers and bring a spare pair of shoes to 
school, wellies are ideal. 

Year 6 - PE - Please wear PE attire to school. 

Afternoon Year 5 - Forest School - please wear layers and bring a spare pair of shoes to 
school, wellies are ideal. 
Girls’ Rugby Activity Session – invited Year 5 & 6 girls - please wear PE kit & 

trainers. 

After school  

Thursday 
19th March 

Morning Year 3 - String Lesson 
Reception Class PE - please wear PE kit to school 

Afternoon Year 4 PE - Please wear PE attire to school.  
Year 3 PE - Please wear PE attire to school. 
Boys Football tournament at home 

After school Rugby Club 3:30-4:30 

 
Friday 20th 
March 

All day Basketball workshop - whole school. Children can wear trainers with their 
uniform 

Morning  

Afternoon Year 1 PE - Please wear PE attire to school. 

After school Cooking Club - 3:15-4:30 (Year 4 classroom) 

Key Dates 

Monday 23rd March Drama workshop for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

Tuesday 24th March Reception Class Outcome 9-9:30 am - in the hall 
Year 5 Outcome 2:30 pm 
Year 6 Outcome 2:45 pm 

Wednesday 25th March Year 1 outcome - 2:30pm  

Thursday 26th March Year 3 outcome - 2:30pm  

Thursday 26th March Year 4 outcome - 9:00-9:30am - Year 4 classroom 

Friday 27th March End of term 3:15 pm 

Monday 13th April Start of the Summer term 



 

 

Thursday 16th April Whole school visit to the farm for lambing (Princes Manor Farm, Harwell) 

Thursday 23rd April Roving Bookshop visiting school 

Monday 11th May - 
Thursday 14th May 

Year 6 SATs week 

Tuesday 19th May Farms2Ewe - farm visiting for the whole school to visit 

Half Term - Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 
Harwell Feast on Monday 25th May 2026 

Monday 1st June INSET Day - school closed to pupils 

Thursday 18th June Swimming Gala 

Monday 22nd June - Friday 
26th June 

Year 6 Bikeability 

June 28th - July 3rd  Healthy Minds and Body Week  
Sports Day - Friday 3rd July from 1:00 pm - 3:15 pm 

We are recruiting! 
We are looking for kind, enthusiastic and caring people to join our friendly, happy, hardworking team. 

 
We are currently looking to recruit a Lunchtime Supervisor from 12:00-1:00 (term time only). If you or anyone 

you know is interested please contact Caroline Coultas in the school office for further information and an 
application form. 

Reception Class 
Reception class would appreciate any donations you may be able to make of compost for our new planters. 

Thank you! 

  

Swimming in the summer term 
Due to staffing constraints and the pool maintenance challenges we faced earlier this academic year, we are 
adjusting how swimming will look for the summer term. We have altered the arrangements so that each class 
swims for half a term (i.e. either the term after Easter or the term after May half term), the exception to this is 

Year 6 who will swim each week for the entire summer term (due to it being their final year in school). 
Between Easter and Half term the plan is: Tuesday - Reception Class; Wednesday - Year 5; Thursday - 

Year 4 and Year 6. 

 
From after the May half term until the end of the academic year these classes will then be swimming: Year 1, 

2, 3 and 6. 



 
 

2026/2027 Inset Days Monday 1st September 2026  
Friday 2nd October 2026  
Wednesday 14th October 2026 (afternoon only - due to parents evening)  
Friday 18th December 2026  
Wednesday 10th February 2027 (afternoon only - due to parents evening)  
Wednesday 21st July 2027 

 
 

 

🎊 CONGRATULATIONS - SUE GREATBANKS 🎊 
Many congratulations to Sue on being a recipient of a 2026 Oxfordshire High Sheriff’s Award! 
You will know Sue as a school governor, leader of the chess club, perhaps as a former teacher, or HSA supporter with the WI but did 
you know how much else she does for the village? The school nominated Sue for the award and were delighted when the judges 
agreed with us! 
 
This week, Mr Gibson and Mrs Moreton joined Sue and her family at the Awards ceremony at Pembroke College in Oxford.  
 
The wording in the awards programme for Sue was: 
For more than 45 years, Sue has devoted herself to the people of Harwell through an exceptional combination of professional service, 
voluntary leadership and community stewardship.  Her service spans education, governance, fundraising, safeguarding, environmental 
projects and hands-on voluntary work.  Following retirement from teaching, she continued to volunteer by mentoring early readers and 
running the chess club and is currently in her tenth year as a school governor specialising in SEND.  As Chair of the Jubilee Playground 
Committee, Sue led the development of a modern, inclusive play area.  She has been a driving force behind Sustainable Harwell and 
the Community Orchard Project and supports the parent and toddler Fun Club, a vital lifeline for new parents. 
 
The judges comment: 
Sue represents the very best of village life.  Her contribution is sustained (45 years) and incredibly broad, spanning the school, the 
Church, the village hall and the environment. She is the glue that holds a community together, ensuring that everything from the 
playground to the orchard is there for future generations. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 


