
Homework at Harwell 
 

Studies have shown that there can be advantages and disadvantages to homework for 
primary-age pupils. It offers benefits like reinforcing learning, building responsibility, and 
connecting home-school, but excessive amounts can cause stress, reduce play, and show 
minimal academic gain. The key is quality and balance, with reading and short, focused 
tasks being more effective than overwhelming amounts that interfere with play and family 
time.  
As a result, we have taken the following approach as being appropriate to our students.  
Some families may wish to do additional homework and additional reading,  Sumdog 
calculation practice or Timetable Rockstars can easily be accessed at home, for those who 
wish to do extra.  

Year Group Homework Provision 

Reception Regular reading of school books (changed once/twice week) 
Practise phonics sounds 

Year 1 Regular reading of school books (changed weekly) 
Phonics practise (sound mat provided) 

Year 2 Regular reading of school books(changed weekly) 
Weekly spellings (EdShed) 
Weekly Sumdog activities available  

Year 3 Weekly spellings  
Weekly maths - Times Tables (TTRS) 
Termly project homework 
Regular reading  

Year 4 Weekly spellings 
Weekly maths - Times Tables 
Termly project homework 
Regular reading  

Year 5 Weekly spellings 
Weekly maths or English homework (alternate weeks for each 
subject) 
Additional Sumdog activities available  
Termly project homework 
Regular reading  

Year 6 Weekly spellings 
Weekly maths or English homework (alternate weeks for each 
subject) 
Additional Sumdog activities available 
Termly project homework 
Regular reading  

 
Homework in Year 5 and Year 6 is compulsory. Opportunities will be provided within school 
break times for children who have been unable to complete their homework on time. 


