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Introduction 
Firstly, welcome to Harwell Primary School. We look forward to getting to know you and your 
child as they start this chapter of their childhood journey.  
 
Here at Harwell school our vision for your child is to help them to develop a love of learning, 
along with the skills and the ways of thinking to excel at whatever they choose to do in the 
future. Our core values lead into this, we guide the children to be Respectful, Resourceful, 
Resilient and Responsible, which is underpinned by our three school rules: 
 
Be Kind 
Be Safe 
Be Your Best 
 
Governors 
Whilst Bryn Gibson, as Headteacher, is responsible for the management of the school, the 
Governing Body has an important part to play in raising school standards. They set the 
strategic direction for the school, ensure financial accountability and monitor and evaluate 
school performance. Their role is often described as acting as ‘a critical friend’; they support 
and challenge the school to attain the best possible performance and to give all our pupils 
the best possible education. To find out more about the Governing body, and their individual 
roles, you can visit our website here: https://harwellprimaryschool.co.uk/governors/ 
 
Harwell School Association 
The Harwell School Association (HSA) is our parent-teacher association. Not only do they 
put on events and arrange non-school uniform days to raise funds for projects to enrich the 
children’s school experience, the HSA supports the school by running refreshment stalls at 
some of our performances, and are able to help out with second hand uniform items at a 
greatly reduced price. To get read more about their fantastic work, or if you would like to 
help/get involved, please visit our website here: Harwell Primary School HSA 
 
Safeguarding and Multi-agency Working 
Our staff Safeguarding Leads are listed on page 12, they work closely with the Safeguarding 
Governor, and all staff across the school, providing regular updates and training to ensure 
the welfare of all pupils at Harwell Primary School. The Harwell School Child Protection and 
Safeguarding Policy details how we put our responsibility into practice, including our 
involvement in multi-agency working.  
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Getting started 
Uniform 
Branded items are not compulsory, but can be purchased from Trutex in Didcot (14 Cockroft 
Road, OX11 8LL) - this includes book bags (used in Reception class, Year 1 and Year 2). 
Many generic items are readily available in local supermarkets and online.  
 
Autumn and Spring Terms: 

●​ A royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan, either plain or including the school’s logo 
●​ A white shirt/blouse or polo shirt 
●​ Black or dark grey trousers or shorts, culottes, skirt, skort or pinafore dress 
●​ Black or grey tights or black, grey or white socks 
●​ Black shoes or black trainers 

Summer term: 
●​ A blue and white gingham school dress (or Autumn/spring uniform). 

 
PE kit: 

●​ A plain, single coloured T-shirt in your child’s house colour, or a plain white t-shirt 
○​ Brunces - yellow 
○​ Princes - red 
○​ Bishops - blue 

●​ Black or navy shorts or skirt/skort 
●​ Black or navy tracksuit bottoms, jogging bottoms or leggings 
●​ Appropriate trainers. 

 
Swimming Kit - We are lucky to have our own pool on site, and make use of this in all 
classes from Easter to October half term: 

●​ Appropriate swimwear - no bikinis or baggy swim shorts 
●​ A swim hat is compulsory 
●​ No jewellery to be worn. Children must be able to take out and put in their own 

earrings. 
 
Our HSA takes donations of used (good condition) school uniform items, checks and washes 
them, then resell them for a much reduced price. If you want to make use of this, there are 
opportunities throughout the year where the HSA has a stall in the school hall. If you need a 
particular item before then, please contact the HSA by email via the school office 
office.2563@harwell.oxon.sch.uk. 
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Arbor 
You will be sent login information for Arbor, one or both primary guardians are able to set up 
an account for their child(ren), it is available as an app to download on your mobile phone. 
This system is used for a wide range of things including: 

●​ Register morning and afternoon  
●​ Lunch bookings/choices (pre-booked by parents/guardians) 
●​ Booking “The Barn” wraparound care (breakfast and after school clubs) 
●​ Home address, telephone number 
●​ Emergency contact details (please make sure we have at least two) 
●​ Medical information 
●​ Dietary requirements (please note we have a strict NO NUTS policy due to 

severe allergies of staff and students) 
●​ Giving consent for trips/clubs/photos/administering medicine/use of goggles in the 

pool. There is a list for you to check through at the bottom of their profile page. 
●​ Paying for lunches/trips/non-uniform day donations/raffle tickets 

Please make sure you update the office/Arbor with any medical/dietary requirements 
as a matter of urgency, and keep them up to date. We pass this information on to the 
kitchen staff where appropriate, and make sure the necessary staff are aware of medical 
conditions.  
 
Dojo/Tapestry 
Dojo is an app you can download on your phone and is used as a method of communication 
between the school and parents. This secure platform requires a login/password generated 
by the school, we will send you details to get you started. Typically class teachers will share 
information, photo updates and reminders specific to their class, just to the parents of that 
class. There are often also school-wide updates/reminders about upcoming events there too 
- helpful for remembering non-uniform days/workshops etc.  
 
Please note that Dojo is not a method of contact for parents to contact the teacher/school - 
the messaging feature is not used. Please either speak to your child’s teacher at the 
beginning/end of the day, or contact the office to pass on a message/book a longer 
appointment with a teacher.   
 
Tapestry is used in Reception Class (and some pre-schools/nurseries) to share 
updates/photos and observations of your child throughout the day, a lovely way for you to 
see what your child has been up to at school, and the progress they are making. Login 
details will be sent to you before your child starts with us.  
 
Free School Meals 
Please contact the office if you would like us to check eligibility for Free School Meals. This 
is worth doing even if your child is in Key Stage 1 as there are other benefits available if you 
are eligible, such as holiday club vouchers.  
 
Cool Milk 
Children under the age of 5 are automatically entitled to milk each day. If you would like your 
child to have milk available to them at breaktime after this age, you are able to sign up and 
pay for the cool milk scheme. Please contact the office if you would like to register your child 
for this. 
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Day to day 
The school office is open 8:30-4pm Monday to Friday term time and are happy to help with 
any queries you may have. Outside of those hours you are welcome to send an email 
(office.2563@harwell.oxon.sch.uk) or leave a voicemail message (01235 835337) and 
someone will be in touch when the office is open. Our website also has lots of information 
(https://harwellprimaryschool.co.uk/) 
 
Drop off/collection 
Where possible, please walk/ride/scoot to school (we have a bike/scooter park). If you need 
to drive to drop off or collect your child - please be considerate of our neighbours and the 
congestion and avoid parking in the Styles. Further parking is available a short distance 
away at the village hall and the recreation ground, you are able to make your way into school 
via the Orchard Way gate.  
 
The school day starts promptly at 8:55am, gates open at 8:45am. If you are late to 
school and the gates are closed, please come to the office with your child. The team will 
check your child’s lunch is booked and mark them in on the register.  
 
Collection at the end of the day is at 3:15pm, the gates open at this time. Reception, Year 
1 and Year 2 children are collected from outside their classrooms, Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) 
will be on the playground lined up with their teacher for collection in the far playground.  
 
Please keep the office updated if someone else is going to collect your child, either regularly 
or as a one off - we will not let your child go home with anyone else unless the office 
has been informed by you - this includes play dates after school/family not on the 
previously approved collection list.  
 
If you are not here to collect your child at the end of the day, we will take them to our “Barn” 
after school club (further details of our wraparound care is further down). We understand 
things happen from time to time. If it happens repeatedly without a call to the office, or if we 
are already full that day and need to pay another member of staff to stay due to ratios, you 
will be charged via Arbor for the use of the After School Club that day.  
 
Year 5 and 6 children are able to walk home on their own, written permission needs to be 
sent in from a primary guardian to the office before we can release a child at the end of the 
day. 
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What to bring each day 
●​ Water bottle (filled with water - not squash please) 
●​ Healthy packed lunch (if not having school dinner). Reminder - strictly no nuts 

(including Nutella or other nut containing chocolate spreads) 
●​ Healthy snack for breaktime if in Key Stage 2 (provided in school by a healthy eating 

scheme for Reception and Key Stage 1 children) 
●​ Jumper/Cardigan if not already wearing it (British weather) 
●​ Book bag 
●​ Reading record 
●​ Winter: 

○​ Appropriate (waterproof and warm) coat 
○​ Hat  
○​ gloves 

●​ Summer: 
○​ Sun cream - applied before school, and packed to reapply  
○​ Sun hat 

●​ Spare clothes in a plastic bag in case of accidents 
Please ensure all items are named clearly. 
 
Absences/Attendance 
If your child is unwell, please let the school office know before the start of the day, each day 
they are absent. You are able to call and leave a message by telephone (01235 835337), or 
by sending an email to office.2563@harwell.oxon.sch.uk. You will need to give us the 
following information: 
 

●​ Your child’s full name 
●​ Your child’s class 
●​ The type of illness your child has  

 
We have a duty to monitor trends in illness if we get a high number of a specific type of 
illness, if you don’t let us know, we will need to contact you to ask.  
 
Please make sure you are in touch with the office by 9:15am each day at the latest, if 
we haven’t heard from you, someone from the office will call and email you for an update.  
 
We ask all parents and carers to keep their child home for 48hrs after the last episode of 
sickness/diarrhoea, and to check in with the office daily to let them know how your child is. 
Children cannot be in school with a temperature. 
 
For medical appointments, routine appointments should be made outside of school hours 
where possible - although we appreciate this is not always an option. Please let us know as 
soon as you have the appointment date/time. For hospital appointments, please send us a 
copy of the appointment letter where possible, and let us know of any aftercare etc we 
should be aware of so that we can support your child while they are at school.  
 
More details on attendance can be found on our website on the link below, on here it also 
has a link for “should I send my child to school” for those days it is difficult to decide - 
we’ve all been there! A link to our Attendance Policy can also be found on that page. 
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Medication 
All medicine (including asthma inhalers) need to be checked in via the office. Please 
do not send your child to school with any medication or creams without first talking to the 
office staff. We are able to administer medication, including antibiotics to your child 
during the school day, we ask you to complete a form to give us permission to do so, 
and to give us details of timings, doses etc. Inhalers and Asthma plans are kept in the 
classroom, and are taken with the group by an adult during activities such as PE, swimming, 
day trips, residential trips. We keep a log of each time the inhalers are used which we can 
give you a copy of if you need it for an Asthma review.  
 
Breaktimes and lunchtimes 
Reception Class (RC) have lots of discovery and play time built into their day, including a 
healthy snack mid morning, then have their lunch at 11:45, followed by supervised 
lunchtime.  
 
10:30am is breaktime for children in years 1-6. Key Stage 2 children need to bring in a 
healthy snack from home, whereas Key Stage 1 children have a healthy snack available to 
them, provided by Schools Fruit and Vegetable Scheme. 
 
Lunchtime starts at 12:00. Time in the hall is staggered to reduce the queue to collect school 
dinners, starting with Year 1, and working up to Year 6. Years 4-6 will have some time 
outside and be called in when the hall is clear enough. All children go outside for supervised 
play after eating.  
 
We aim to get the children outside as long as the weather is not too extreme, please make 
sure they have the right clothing for the weather. We won’t have them out in heavy rain, but 
with British weather being as unpredictable as it is, please make sure your child has a coat 
with them in case of some rain. If playtime needs to be inside, they will have supervised wet 
weather games in their classrooms.  
 
School Dinners 
School dinners are very popular, and are free for children in Key Stage 1 (RC, Year 1 and 
Year 2), this is part of the Government's Universal Infant Free School Meal scheme. There is 
a charge per meal for Key Stage 2 children (Years 3-6) unless they are entitled to Free 
School Meals (FSM). Lunch choices (including packed lunch) should be made by 
parents via Arbor in advance - you can do a whole term at a time if that helps.  
 
The catering team provided by Oxfordshire County Council are great at meeting any dietary 
requirements, please get in touch via the school office if you have any questions. A link to 
the current menu can be found on our website at School Lunches  
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Wraparound care, clubs and enrichment (including school trips) 
 
The Barn - Harwell School wraparound care 
The Barn Supervisor plans and oversees all aspects of our wraparound care, with school 
staff supporting her to offer Breakfast Club, After School Club and Holiday Club. This is run 
on site in our “Barn” classroom which has its own kitchen facilities to provide breakfast and 
supper snacks. In the nicer weather, the staff take the children outside to make use of our 
wonderful outdoor space on the field.  
 
Please see The Barn Parent Information Booklet for more detailed information. 
 
Up to date costs can be found on our website: Wraparound Care 
 
Breakfast club opens at 8am Monday-Friday (term time), children are offered breakfast, 
some downtime and carefully selected activities with friends to help them transition into the 
school day before being taken to their classrooms at 8:45am. 
 
The Barn After School Club runs from 3:15-6pm Monday-Thursday and 3:15-5:30pm 
on Fridays. Collection can be at any time after 3:15, but must be made by the closing time 
(our staff finish at these times). A light supper is offered to the children, a range of 
activities/play/craft opportunities are planned/offered each day, however downtime is also an 
option if your child would prefer to find a quiet corner to read.  
 
Bookings for all wraparound care is via Arbor. Please note that spaces are limited, we do 
have days that get fully booked very quickly. Please do your best to book early to avoid 
disappointment, equally, please let the office know as soon as possible if you no longer need 
the space so that we can open it for other families. If you need to book a place last minute, 
please contact the school office as soon as possible to see if we have space available.  
 
School Holiday Club is usually run for one week in the Easter Holiday, and one week 
at the beginning of the Summer holidays and offers a wide selection of activities 
throughout the week - including swimming where possible. You can book individual days or 
the whole week.  Your child will need to bring a packed lunch each day. Information is sent 
out to parents via email when dates are confirmed.  
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Class and residential trips 
Classes aim to take the children on one class trip a year, usually based around one of their 
topic themes. There are also some more local learning opportunities which we take the 
children off site for. Specific day trips and residentials will require consent/payment via Arbor. 
 
Local visits include: 
●​ Lambing - Each year we are fortunate to be invited to Lay’s Farm in the village to see 

the lambs and learn about the care the ewes and their babies are given. This is a short 
walk through the village.  

●​ Park visits - some classes have topics where a trip to the local park gives the 
opportunity to see the classroom learning in action. In this case, children will be walked 
to and from the park as a class, in pairs with class staff.  

●​ Harvest Festival - Our Harvest Festival assembly takes place (when possible) at St 
Matthew’s Church in Harwell. A short walk for all attending the assembly through the 
village.  

Please give your consent on Arbor if you are happy for us to take your child out for 
learning experiences in the village, it saves us checking in with you via email to get 
permission specifically each time. You will be made aware of any trip before it takes place, 
regardless of general consent on Arbor.  
 
Residential visits: 
●​ Hooke Court (Year 4) -. Hooke court is a specialist educational residential centre based 

in West Dorset. The children visit in the Autumn term of Year 4 and stay for 2 nights with 
their class and school staff. With fun activities, all based on the wonderful Hooke Court 
site, the children learn all about viking life. To see what it is all about, you can visit their 
website www.hookecourt.co.uk  

●​ Yenworthy (Year 6) - A truly amazing Monday-Friday trip (usually in September) to 
Devon gives the children chance to try a variety of activities which can include, surfing, 
rock pooling, rock climbing/abseiling, orienteering, waterfall climbing, evening walks, 
rope obstacle course, all whilst based at Yenworthy Lodge. Facilitated by Yenworthy 
based specialists and accompanied by Harwell School Staff, this is a trip that promises 
to create some life-long memories. Children are able to purchase hoodies from 
Yenworthy and are able to wear them as part of their uniform in Year 6 after their visit. 
Their website is www.oxfordshireoutdoorlearningservice.co.uk  

 
Enrichment Activities 
At Harwell School, we pride ourselves on giving the children the opportunity to learn and 
grow through a wide range of enrichment activities alongside the more traditional classroom 
learning. Below are some of the activities we provide: 
 
●​ Wellbeing Friday - last thing on a Friday (after celebration assembly) Years 1-6 pick a 

wellbeing activity, led by school staff. There is lots to choose from, such as running, 
mindfulness colouring, quiet space, rounders, netball, football, dodgeball, table tennis.  

●​ Swimming - Fortunate enough to have a swimming pool on site (open from Easter to 
October), all children have a swimming lesson each week in groups with others from 
their class during those months. Years 4-6 have the opportunity to be selected to 
represent Harwell in the partnership swimming gala each June.  
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●​ Forest School - We have a forest area at the back of the playing field which means we 
are able to run Forest School for all children. RC are taken over with their class, years 
1-6 get a session run by external experienced forest school specialists weekly for one 
half term each. A consent form will be sent  to you the term before your child starts.  

●​ Violin - Year 3 have a full class violin lesson each week throughout the year, run by the 
Oxfordshire Music Service. Keep an eye out for the music concert that takes place in the 
school hall near the end of the school year! 

●​ Ukulele - Year 5 have a full class ukulele lesson each week for the full year. Much like 
the violin lessons, these are facilitated by the Oxfordshire Music Service and children 
work towards a music concert for parents at the end of the school year.   

●​ Wizard Theatre - we are fortunate to have this company on our doorstep, run by a local 
family, Wizard Theatre specialise in plays and workshops for schools. Each year we 
have a whole school performance from the team. Some children will be put forward for 
small group workshops throughout the year.  

●​ Image Theatre - each year we ask Image Theatre to perform for the whole school, this 
team of specialists provide an interactive watching experience with lots of audience 
participation.  

●​ Bikeability - Year 6 have the opportunity to take part in Bikeability each year, funded by 
Oxfordshire County Council, this opportunity aims to teach children to be safe on the 
roads on their bikes. Children need to be able to ride a bike confidently to take part. 

●​ Chick/duck eggs to hatch and care for - The RC team arranges to incubate and care 
for some chick or duck eggs each year. This is not only very exciting and rewarding, it 
helps the children learn the hatching process, and the responsibility of caring for animals 
for a few weeks - don’t worry, we don’t send them home with the children!  

●​ Flour babies - in Year 5 the children take part in a week-long flour babies project. They 
are given a bag of flour, and care for it as if it were a baby for a week. They complete a 
diary each day. A bit of fun, responsibility and a small snippet into parenthood, as well 
as giving focus for some key learning objectives for that year group.   

●​ World book day - Each year on World Book Day, children (and staff) are invited to 
dress up as a character from a book for the school day. These do not need to be bought 
costumes, it can be as simple as making a mask, or an elaborate crafting project.  

●​ Roving Books - We invite Roving Books (bookshop) into the school hall twice a year, 
one of these dates is aimed to fall near World Book Day where possible. Children will be 
given a World Book Day voucher enabling them to choose a book from the World Book 
Day section for free. Alternatively, they can use the voucher (value of £1) to part pay for 
a book with money sent in from home.   

●​ Talk like a pirate day - A firm favourite with the children! Staff and children are able to 
come to school dressed like a pirate for the day - a bit of fun, lots of smiles and “arrrr’s” 
around the school that day.  

●​ Produce show - Each year on a Saturday in September, the school hall is home to the 
produce show. If you are an avid gardener and have a prize winning vegetable to enter 
(other categories are available), do get involved! Years 1-6 produce a piece of artwork 
based around a set theme, which goes on display (without names) and is judged with 
1st, 2nd, 3rd and commendation places given.    

●​ Harvest Festival - As part of one of our assemblies in October, we explore the Harvest 
Festival. Where possible, we take a walk to St Matthew’s Church in Harwell Village, and 
hold the assembly there. We ask for donations for the local Food Bank, and donate 
these after the assembly.  
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Extra Curricular Activities 
As well as all of the enrichment activities we currently offer, we also have some other 
opportunities you could sign your child(ren) up for.  
●​ Football (Mondays after school, dates TBC) - Girls in Years 4-6 and boys in Years 5-6 

are invited to sign up for a free football training session on a Monday after school. Led 
by Mr Gibson and Miss Thomson, the sessions run from 3:15-4:10 and help get the 
children ready for inter-school matches and tournaments. This does not run all year 
round, keep an eye out for emails from the office, and sign up via Arbor. We often have 
a waiting list for our football training sessions - it is very popular.  

●​ Elite Sports (Tuesdays after school) - Facilitated by external specialists from Elite 
Sports, we arrange the opportunity for Years 1-6 to take part in various sports after 
school throughout the school year. Each term will bring a new opportunity, which will be 
open to either Key Stage 1, or Key Stage 2. Sports have included, Tennis, multi-sports 
club, rugby. Keep an eye out for an email from the office and a Dojo post for details on 
how to register your child for this club. This is a club parents need to pay for (sign up via 
Arbor) - please note that spaces are limited, it is very popular. 

●​ Rugby training (Thursdays after school, starting September 2025 for 6 weeks) - 
Following on from a workshop we had during Healthy Minds and Bodies Week in June 
2025, we are starting an after school rugby training club for 6 weeks. Available for Years 
1-6 (beginners and experienced players welcome), this will be paid for by parents, 
booked directly with Rugby All Stars Book Here  

●​ Lego coding club (Fridays after school, dates TBC)- Mr Gibson takes a team of Year 
6 students to compete in a coding challenge, all based around lego builds and time 
challenges to earn points. The event itself is held at Oxford Brookes University during 
the school day. Children from Year 6 will be invited to sign up to an after school club, to 
build a team to take part in the event. The club itself consists of lego builds (to build 
rovers and attachments), and lots of coding practice to get the rovers to complete the 
tasks for maximum points. Lots of concentration, teamwork and fun.  

●​ Music Service (during the school day) - Individual and small group music lessons are 
available to pay for directly through the Oxfordshire Music Service. We provide the 
space and the time out of the school day for your child to take lessons in the instrument 
you sign them up to learn. Currently we have violin and guitar lessons taking place once 
a week. Please organise this through the website below if you are interested. 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service 

 
Healthy Bodies Healthy Minds Week 
Each year, for a week in June, the school timetable is modified to focus on Healthy Bodies 
and Healthy Minds, with exciting activities and learning opportunities each day, ending with 
sports day on the Friday afternoon. Your child will experience: 
●​ Workshops and talks from sports professionals 
●​ Gardening/food growing workshop 
●​ Healthy food prep (and trying the food they make) 
●​ Sailing in Dorchester (Year 6 only) 
●​ Sports Day - parents are encouraged to come and watch. 
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Useful information - Staff Team 
 

 

 

Class Teachers 

Kathryn Wells Reception (Assistant Headteacher/DDSL) 

Hailey Chapman Year 1 

Maisie Thomson Year 2 

Tegan Farquharson Year 3 

Gillian Tica Year 4 

Oana Shorter Year 5 (DDSL) 

Alice Rockett Year 6 

Jasmine Allmond Maternity Leave 
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Senior Leadership Team 

Bryn Gibson - Headteacher & Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 

Kathryn Wells - Assistant Headteacher & Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL) 

Holly Reid - SENCo & Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL) 

Lucy Radcliffe - School Business Manager 

Safeguarding Leads 

Bryn Gibson - Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 

Kathryn Wells - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL) 

Holly Reid - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL) 

Oana Shorter - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL) 



Teaching Assistants (TA) 

Abbie Ollenbuttel - HLTA/Tutor/Swimming 
Teacher (and The Barn) 

Kath Fletcher (and The Barn) 

Amy Collins Larisa Sibashvili 

Cat Paterson  Lauren Paton (and The Barn 
Supervisor/Office Team Member) 

Grace Moss Liz Beard 

Janice Talbot  Natalie Jones 

Jenny Adams Nuha Alkhaleeli 

Josie Wheaton Saffron Kennedy 

Juliette Nalubega Sarah Dewey (and The Barn) 

Kate Guntert Tracey Khimji (and The Barn) 

 
Office Team 

Lucy Radcliffe School Business Manager 

Caroline Coultas School Administrator/Swimming Teacher 

Amy Wyatt School Administration Assistant, Lunchtime 
Supervisor 

Lauren Paton Office Team Member (The Barn Supervisor 
and TA) 

 
Cleaning/Catering/Lunch Staff (TA’s & Teachers are also on a rota for break & lunch times) 

Holly Thomas Cook (OCC) 

Aneliese Denton  Catering Assistant (OCC) 

Jo Yardley Catering Assistant (OCC) 

Michelle Johnson Lunchtime Supervisor, The Barn, Cleaner 

Crissie Empson Cleaner, Area Catering Supervisor (OCC) 

Sarah Morris Lunchtime Supervisor, Cleaner 

Amy Wyatt Lunchtime Supervisor, Admin Assistant 

Liz Beard Lunchtime Supervisor, TA 

Nilu Jayasinghe Lunchtime Supervisor 
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Communication 
 
General Communication 
Most initial communication to and from the school will be with the office team via telephone 
on 01235 835337, or via email at office.2563@harwell.oxon.sch.uk.  
 
Connecting with your child’s teacher, SENCo or Head Teacher 
For quick queries/information you can catch your children’s teacher(s) or the Head Teacher 
at the beginning/end of the day. For anything longer, please contact the office to arrange a 
meeting/telephone call. The office will forward any emails to the correct person.  Please 
email the office if you would like to write to the class teachers, SENCO or Head Teacher. 
 
Updating you 

●​ Please save the office telephone number and email address in your mobile 
phone.  

●​ Emails - We do try not to bombard you with emails and put most updates in the 
newsletter, however, trips, new clubs, and updates which require special attention will 
come as a separate email.  

●​ Class letters - The teachers write a class letter to parents at the beginning of term to 
explain the topics and learning objectives of the term, this will be sent via email from 
the school office. 

●​ Dojo -  is for class teachers to post class updates and reminders - the messaging 
facility is not used - PLEASE DO NOT MESSAGE THE TEACHER ON THERE, it 
won’t be seen. There are sometimes school-wide announcements on there too.  

●​ Tapestry - Just for Reception Class - you will be able to see updates/observations of 
your child's progress, including photos and comments from the class team.  

●​ Newsletters - Sent weekly to all primary guardians on a Friday after school from the 
office email address. This has a calendar for the following week, key term dates, 
upcoming events, photos from celebration assembly and information of clubs and 
activities happening locally. 

●​ Parent/Teacher meetings - are held face to face in the school hall, twice a year. This 
is booked via Arbor with a few days in one week available to book. Slots are 
10minutes long (20mins for SEN children to give time to discuss Plan Do Reviews).  

●​ SEN Meetings - will be arranged via the office by the SENCo when they are due.  
●​ End of year reports - are emailed to primary guardians via the school office. 

 

Page 14​ Harwell Primary School Parent Welcome Pack 
Information correct as of September 2025 

mailto:office.2563@harwell.oxon.sch.uk


 
Useful Information, Healthcare, Clubs, Village Life & Community  
 
Firstly, welcome to the area! On the next few pages, you will find a list of helpful information 
sources to help get you started with healthcare, childcare and clubs, village life and 
community items. This is by no means an exhaustive list, but lots of these will lead to further 
links and opportunities. We hope you settle in well and enjoy the community here in and 
around Harwell.  
 
Emergencies/Healthcare 
 
Emergencies 
Call 999  (112 from a mobile) for Police, Fire Brigade or Ambulance 
Call 111 for medical advice/triage - non emergency 
A&E - John Radcliffe Hospital - Headley Way, Headington, Oxford, OX3 9DU 
Minor Injuries (with Xray facilities) - Marcham Road, Abingdon, OX14 1AG 
 
Dr’s in Didcot 
Didcot Health Centre - 01235 512288 
Woodlands Medical Centre - 01235 517760 
Oak Tree Health Centre - 01235 810099 
 
Dentists in Didcot - Call 111 for Emergency Dentist 
Busby House - 01235 816486 
Your Dentist - 01235 427427 
Ladygrove Dental Practice - 01235 815000 
Your New Smile Harwell - 01235 431189 
Didcot Dental Clinic - 01865 904070 
 
Pharmacies in Didcot 
Day Lewis Pharmacy - 01235 811750, OX11 6GD 
Didcot Pharmacy - 01235 812242, OX11 0BB 
Boots Pharmacy - 01235 812241, OX11 7LG 
Tesco Pharmacy - 03456 779220, OX11 9BZ 
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Childcare and Children’s clubs 
Little Pippins Pre-School - 01235 821741, The Freeman Orchard, Gaveston Rd, Harwell, 
Didcot OX11 0HP, https://littlepippins.org.uk/. Although not directly next to the school, it is very 
close by, and opening times work well with Harwell School for a school run to include both 
sites. Little Pippins work with Harwell School for those transitioning from pre-school to 
primary, by making lots of visits to our forest school area, amongst other transitional visits.  
Wildflowers Montessori - 01235 421226, St Matthews Church Hall, Harwell, OX11 0HD. 
www.wildflowersmontessori.co.uk  
 
Rainbows - Girlguiding Rainbows (age 4-7) - one group is run at Harwell Primary School on 
a Tuesday evening. 
Brownies - https://oxfordshiregirlguiding.org.uk/join-us/brownies/ (age 7-10) - two groups 
meet at Harwell Primary School, taking place on Monday and Tuesday evenings.  
Guides - https://oxfordshiregirlguiding.org.uk/join-us/guides/ (age 10-14) 
Beavers - https://harwellscouts.org.uk/beavers/ (age 6-8) 
Cubs - https://harwellscouts.org.uk/cubs/ (age 8-10) 
Scouts - https://harwellscouts.org.uk/scouts/ (age 10-14) 
 
Harwell Fun Club - Parent/baby/toddler group, held at Harwell Village Hall on Tuesday 
mornings 9:30-11:30 for children aged 0-5 and costs  £3 per family per week. Email 
funclubharwell@gmail.com, or find their facebook page ‘Harwell Fun Club’. 
Harwell and Chilton Fledglings - FREE baby and toddler group, held at St Matthew’s 
Church on Mondays 9:30-11:30 and Chilton Community Room on Wednesdays 9:30-11:30. 
Email SB.HCCurches@gmail.com, or find their facebook page ‘Harwell and Chilton 
Fledgelings’. 
 
Cornerstone Arts Centre - Local hub for art, theatre, music and classes in Didcot. Website 
www.cornerstone-arts.org, telephone 01235 515144. Often with shows in the theatre, as well 
as classes for children and adults covering a variety of genres.  
 
Swimming  

●​ Dippers and Divers - www.dippersanddivers.co.uk 
●​ Ripple Kids - https://www.ripplekids.co.uk/  
●​ Oxford Swim Academy - https://www.oxfordswimmingacademy.co.uk/  
●​ The Didcot Wave Leisure Centre - Better.org-DidcotWaveLeisurePool 
●​ The Park Club  - https://www.parkclub.co.uk/swimming-lessons  
●​ Swim Clinic - www.swimclinic.co.uk  

 
Dance/Gymnastics (each has a Facebook page) 

●​ Bernadine Soul School of dance Email bernadinesoul@hotmail.com 
●​ Angels Apa - Email angelsstageschool@yahoo.co.uk  
●​ Miss Poppy’s Gymnastics - Email info@misspoppysgymnastics.co.uk, website 

www.misspoppysgymnastics.co.uk,  
 
Football 

●​ Harwell & Hendred Saturday Soccer - www.hhvfc.info.clubinfo/soccerschool 
●​ Didcot Town Youth FC - www.didcottownyouthfc.co.uk 
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●​ Didcot Casuals - https://www.didcotcasuals.co.uk/ 
Cricket 

●​ Didcot Cricket Club - https://www.didcotcricketclub.com/a/junior-section 
●​ Allstars Cricket - https://www.oxfordshire.cricket/participation/all-stars-cricket/ 

 
Martial Arts 

●​ BSWK Karate & Karate Kids - email bswk@hotmail.co.uk  
●​ Oxfordshire Taekwon-do - https://www.oxtkd.com/  

 
Gobo Theatre - https://www.gobotheatre.co.uk/  
 
Village Life 
Village Hall - High St, Harwell, Didcot OX11 0EX, https://www.harwellvillagehall.co.uk/ Recently 
refurbished, the village hall has two big rooms available for hire, and a kitchen for your catering 
needs. Home to various activities, including movie nights and live music events - their calendar 
and booking system are on their website.  
 
Bob’s Butchers - 01235 833226, 1 High St, Harwell, Didcot OX11 0ER. A local family run 
business in the heart of the village that stocks essentials as well as quality meat.  
 
Convenience Shop - 01235 832410, 2 High St, Harwell, Didcot OX11 0ER. Great for a sweet 
treat for the children (and adults), lots of essentials also available  - open until 8pm, closed for 
lunch 1-3pm.  
 
MPH Mechanics - 01235 835369, High St, Harwell, Didcot OX11 0EU, 
https://mphmotorengineers.com, A highly recommended mechanic, great reviews and handily on 
the doorstep. 
 
St Matthew’s Church - 01235 834256, Church Ln, Harwell, Didcot OX11 0HL, 
https://www.harwellandchiltonchurches.org.uk/  
 
Busses/Taxis 
Check the Oxford Bus Company website or app for real-time departures and route 
information for Harwell, including destinations like Didcot. 
https://www.oxfordbus.co.uk-HarwellHighStLiveDepartures-NEBound 
https://www.oxfordbus.co.uk-HarwellHighStLiveDepartures-SWBound 
 
To get to the John Radcliffe Hospital  
X34 to Didcot Parkway, then X32 to the John Radcliffe Hospital  
 
Taxi details: 

●​ 001 Taxi - 01235 355600 
●​ Go Green - 01235 811100 
●​ Ali G Cabs - 01235 817273 
●​ G.S.O Taxis - 01235 559606 (Abingdon based) 
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Bin Collections and Recycling Centres 

●​ Vale of White Horse Bin Collection Page to find out collection details (enter your 
postcode into this page) Whitehorsedc-BinzoneInfoPage 

●​ Vale of White Horse Waste Wizard 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/recycle-repair-reuse 

●​ Drayton waste and recycling Centre is just the other side of Steventon Village and is 
a handy way to recycle/dispose of your household waste - there are charges for 
some items and for industrial waste. You may need to book DIY project waste in 
using the website before you go.   

 
Post offices  

●​ Icknield Way Post Office 
●​ Georgetown Post Office 
●​ Didcot Post Office 
●​ Steventon Post Office 
●​ Didcot Royal Mail Sorting/Delivery Office  

 
Social Opportunities  

●​ Harwell Village Community Facebook Page 
●​ The White Hart of Harwell Public House Website 
●​ The Harwellian Sports and Social Club Facebook Page 
●​ DISH Food Market Website or DISH Food Market Facebook Page 
●​ Didcot Parkrun 
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