
MFL Sequencing   
National Curriculum Link                                                                                                                                                           In KS2 the language taught in our school is Spanish 

 MFL is optional during EYFS and KS1.  
Early exposure and exploration of different languages has many benefits.  

Yr3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 

Speaking In EYFS this might include: Say and repeat simple words in 
different language- e.g. greetings, colours and numbers 
 
In KS1  this might include: Say and repeat single words and 
short simple phrases – e.g. greet someone, say their own 
name, body parts, clothing and colours, classroom objects, say 
date, numbers 
 

 

Say and repeat single words and 
short simple phrases - eg greeting 
someone. 
 
 
Ext - say and repeat whole 
sentences. 

Answer simple questions and give 
basic information e.g what time is it?, 
where they live, whether they have 
brothers or sisters, pet, birthday, age. 
 
Ext - Use sentences above to have a 
small conversation. 

Ask and answer simple questions 
and talk about their interests - e.g. 
taking part in an interview about my 
area and interests; a survey about 
pets or favourite foods; talking to a 
friend about what they like to do and 
wear, discussing a picture with a 
partner, describing colours, shapes 
and saying whether they like it or not; 
asking for and giving directions; 
discussing houses, pets, food. 
Ext - Create a range of their own 
sentences to ask. 

Speak with increasing confidence, 
fluency and spontaneity, finding ways 
of communicating what they want to 
say, including through discussion and 
asking questions, and continually 
improving the accuracy of their 
pronunciation and intonation. 
Give a short prepared talk, on a topic 
of choice, including expressing 
opinions - e.g. talking on a familiar 
subject; describing a picture or part of 
a story. Ext  - Make a presentation to 
the class 

Listening In EYFS this could be: Understand a few simple words - e.g: 
greetings, colours, numbers 
 
In KS1 it might be: Understand a few familiar spoken words and 
phrases - e.g. greetings, the teacher’s instructions, body parts, 
clothing and colours, classroom objects, places in towns or 
villages, numbers 
 

Understand a few familiar spoken 
words and phrases  - eg - the teacher 
instructions,  a few words and 
phrases in a  song or a rhyme.  
 
Ext - understand simple whole 
sentences.  

Understand a range of familiar 
spoken phrases - e.g. basic phrases 
concerning themselves, family, 
school, weather. 
 
Ext - understand a range of 
sentences. 

Understand the main points from a 
short spoken passage in simple 
sentences - e.g. a short rhyme or 
song, a telephone message, 
announcement or weather forecast. 
Sentences describing what people 
are wearing, what they are doing, an 
announcement or message. 
Ext - Understand the main points 
from a longer spoken passage mode 
up of some less familiar language in 
simple sentences. 

Understand and respond to spoken 
and written language from a variety of 
authentic sources. 
Ext - Explain different opinions they 
have heard about the some topic, 
e.g. history, 
politics 
 

Reading In KS1 this could include: Can recognise and read out a few 
familiar words and phrases - e.g. from stories and rhymes, 
numbers 1 - 10, the date and weather, parts of the body, 
clothing and colours, classroom objects 
 

Recognise and read out a few 
familiar words and phrases  - eg from 
stories and rhymes, labels on familiar 
objects, the date, the weather. 
 
Ext - recognize and read out simple 
whole sentences. 

Understand and read out familiar 
written phrases e.g. simple phrases, 
weather , simple description of 
objects, pet. 
 
Ext - understand and read out a 
range of whole sentences. 

Understand the main point(s) and 
some of the detail from short written 
texts or passages in clear printed 
script - e.g. very simple messages on 
a postcard or email or part of a story, 
three to four sentences of information 
about their pen pal/e-pal; a 
description of someone’s school day. 
Ext  - Understand the main point(s) 
and some of the details from longer 
written texts or passages. 

Understand the main points and 
opinions in written texts from various 
contexts - e.g. 
a postcard or letter from a pen- pal; a 
written account of school life, a poem 
or port of a story. 
Ext  - Discover and develop an 
appreciation of a range of writing in 
Spanish. 
 

Writing  In KS1 this might include: Can write or copy simple words or 
symbols correctly possibly including: numbers, days of the 
week, parts of the body, clothing and colours, classroom 
objects, places in a village 
 
 

Write or copy simple words or 
symbols correctly e.g numbers, days 
of the week, colours, classroom 
objects. 
 
Ext - write or copy whole sentences. 

Write one or two short sentences 
from a model and fill in words e.g. 
personal information, where they live, 
age, holiday greetings by postcard. 
 
 
Ext  - write one or two sentences 
without a model.  

Write a few short sentences with 
support using expressions which they 
have already learnt - e.g. a postcard, 
a simple note or message, an identity 
card. 
Write a short text on a familiar topic, 
adopting language which they have 
already learnt - e.g. 
three to four sentences for a wall 
display; a simple email message. 
Ext - Write a few longer sentences 
without support. 

Write for different purposes and 
audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they have 
learnt: paragraphs of three to four 
sentences about themselves, about a 
story or a picture; a message 
containing three to four sentences; a 
postcard or greetings card. 
Ext - Explain the effect of the variety 
of grammatical structures that they 
are using, e.g. the present perfect. 
 

Understanding the 
culture of the 

countries in which the 
language is spoken 

Identify countries and communities where the language is spoken. 
Demonstrate some knowledge and understanding of the customs 
and features of the countries or communities where the language is 
spoken. 
Show awareness of the social conventions when speaking to 
someone.  

Describe with some interesting details some aspects of countries or 
communities where the language is spoken. 
Make comparisons between life in countries or communities where the 
language is spoken and this country. 

Give detailed accounts of the customs, history and culture of the countries 
and communities where the language is spoken. 
Describe, with interesting detail, some similarities and differences between 
countries and communities where the language is spoken and this country. 
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Year 3 - MFL (Spanish) Key vocabulary  
Simple greetings, Verb estar, Range of adjectives, 

Days of the week, Verb tener, Range of singular 
masculine and feminine nouns, Range of regular –AR 
verbs, Family members, Range of nouns, adjectives 
and adverbs, Range of regular –ER verbs, Range of 
singular masculine and feminine nouns, Numbers 
1-12, Parts of the body, Range of nouns, Range of 
adjectives, Numbers 1-12 (revisit), Months of the 
year, hunger, thirst, right, heat, cold, fear, tiredness, 
Range of –AR and –ER verbs, Range of plural nouns 

Main theme and area for learning 
 

Describing me and others (in class, in Perú and in Spain) 
Saying what I and others have (at home, with friends) 
Saying what I and others do (activities in class, in the week, outside, in the morning, at Spanish club, at the weekend, in Barcelona, in the afternoon) 
Saying what I and others do (activities in and out of class, break time, reading club) 

  Saying how many, describing things (Carnaval, a story, my monster, revision) 
Describing things and people (Describing pictures, at the zoo, favourites, ages, states, my birthday, favourites, states) 
Expressing likes and saying what I and others do (opinions, end of term show, my dad’s work, in the summer, my mum’s work) 

Key learning  
 
Speaking 
Say and repeat single words and short simple phrases - eg greeting someone. 
Ext - say and repeat whole sentences 
 
Listening 
Understand a few familiar spoken words and phrases  - eg - the teacher instructions,  a few words and phrases in a  song or a rhyme. 
Ext - understand simple whole sentences. 
 
Reading 
Recognise and read out a few familiar words and phrases  - eg from stories and rhymes, labels on familiar objects, the date, the weather. 
Ext - recognize and read out simple whole sentences. 
 
Writing 
Write or copy simple words or symbols correctly e.g numbers, days of the week, colours, classroom objects. 
Ext - write or copy whole sentences. 

Possible Misconceptions 
 
Spanish is Uniform: Many children might think that all 
Spanish speakers use the same dialect. In reality, 
Spanish varies widely by region (e.g., accents, 
vocabulary, and grammar) across Spain, Latin America, 
and other Spanish-speaking countries. 
One-to-One Translation: The children might assume that 
every English word has a direct Spanish equivalent, 
which is not always the case. Some words may have 
multiple meanings or require different contexts to 
translate correctly. 
Gendered Nouns are Uncomplicated: The concept of 
gendered nouns (masculine and feminine) can be 
confusing for the children. Some may think it’s 
straightforward, but the rules have many exceptions and 
nuances. 
Spanish is Only Spoken in Spain and Latin America: 
The children may not realize that Spanish is spoken in 
other parts of the world, including the United States, parts 
of Africa, and even in some communities in Asia. 
Cognates are Always Clear: While many English and 
Spanish words share similar roots (cognates), there are 
false cognates (e.g., "embarazada" means pregnant, not 
embarrassed) that can lead to misunderstandings. 
Spanish Grammar is Just Like English: The children 
might think that grammar rules are directly translatable, 
but Spanish has different structures and syntax that can 
be challenging for learners. 
Pronunciation is Simple: While Spanish pronunciation is 
more consistent than English, it still has its challenges 
(e.g., the rolling "r" or vowel sounds that differ from 
English). 
Learning Spanish is Only About Vocabulary: Some 
might overlook the importance of cultural context and 
practical usage in language learning, thinking that 
memorizing words alone is sufficient. 



Deeper learning  
Identify countries and communities where the language is spoken. 
Demonstrate some knowledge and understanding of the customs and features of the countries or communities where the language is spoken. 
Show awareness of the social conventions when speaking to someone.  
 

Links to prior/subsequent learning: 
 

Key skills to develop  
Listen and show understanding by joining in and responding 
Link the sound, spelling and meaning of words 
Read aloud with accurate pronunciation 
Read and show understanding of phrases and simple texts 
Speak in sentences 
Describe people, places, things in speech and writing 
Ask and answer questions 
Express opinions 
Write phrases from memory 
Adapt phrases to create new sentences 
Use a dictionary 
 

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
 
Develop linguistic and communicative competence 
Extend their knowledge of how language works 
Explore similarities and differences between the new 
language and any heritage languages our children have, 
and English. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 - MFL (Spanish) Key vocabulary  
Simple greetings, Verb estar, Range of adjectives, 

Days of the week, Verb tener, Range of singular 
masculine and feminine nouns, Range of regular –AR 
verbs, Family members, Range of nouns, adjectives 
and adverbs, Range of regular –ER verbs, Range of 
singular masculine and feminine nouns, Numbers 
1-12, Parts of the body, Range of nouns, Range of 
adjectives, Numbers 1-12 (revisit), Months of the year, 
hunger, thirst, right, heat, cold, fear, tiredness, Range 
of –AR and –ER verbs, Range of plural nouns 

Main theme and area for learning 
 

Describing me and others (in class, in Perú and in Spain) 
Saying what I and others have (at home, with friends) 
Saying what I and others do (activities in class, in the week, outside, in the morning, at Spanish club, at the weekend, in Barcelona, in the afternoon) 
Saying what I and others do (activities in and out of class, break time, reading club) 

  Saying how many, describing things (Carnaval, a story, my monster, revision) 
Describing things and people (Describing pictures, at the zoo, favourites, ages, states, my birthday, favourites, states) 
Expressing likes and saying what I and others do (opinions, end of term show, my dad’s work, in the summer, my mum’s work) 

Key learning  
 
Speaking 
Answer simple questions and give basic information e.g what time is it?, where they live, whether they have brothers or sisters, pet, birthday, age. 
Ext - Use sentences above to have a small conversation. 
 
Listening 
Understand a range of familiar spoken phrases - e.g. basic phrases concerning themselves, family, school, weather. 
Ext - understand a range of sentences. 
 
Reading 
Understand and read out familiar written phrases e.g. simple phrases, weather , simple description of objects, pet. 
Ext - understand and read out a range of whole sentences. 
 
Writing 
Write one or two short sentences from a model and fill in words e.g. personal information, where they live, age, holiday greetings by postcard. 

Possible Misconceptions 
 
Spanish is Uniform: Many children might think that all 
Spanish speakers use the same dialect. In reality, Spanish 
varies widely by region (e.g., accents, vocabulary, and 
grammar) across Spain, Latin America, and other 
Spanish-speaking countries. 
One-to-One Translation: The children might assume that 
every English word has a direct Spanish equivalent, which 
is not always the case. Some words may have multiple 
meanings or require different contexts to translate 
correctly. 
Gendered Nouns are Uncomplicated: The concept of 
gendered nouns (masculine and feminine) can be 
confusing for the children. Some may think it’s 
straightforward, but the rules have many exceptions and 



Ext  - write one or two sentences without a model. nuances. 
Spanish is Only Spoken in Spain and Latin America: 
The children may not realize that Spanish is spoken in 
other parts of the world, including the United States, parts 
of Africa, and even in some communities in Asia. 
Cognates are Always Clear: While many English and 
Spanish words share similar roots (cognates), there are 
false cognates (e.g., "embarazada" means pregnant, not 
embarrassed) that can lead to misunderstandings. 
Spanish Grammar is Just Like English: The children 
might think that grammar rules are directly translatable, 
but Spanish has different structures and syntax that can be 
challenging for learners. 
Pronunciation is Simple: While Spanish pronunciation is 
more consistent than English, it still has its challenges 
(e.g., the rolling "r" or vowel sounds that differ from 
English). 
Learning Spanish is Only About Vocabulary: Some 
might overlook the importance of cultural context and 
practical usage in language learning, thinking that 
memorizing words alone is sufficient. 
 
 

Deeper learning  
Describe with some interesting details some aspects of countries or communities where the language is spoken. 
Make comparisons between life in countries or communities where the language is spoken and this country. 

Links to prior/subsequent learning: 
 

Key skills to develop  
Listen and show understanding by joining in and responding 
Link the sound, spelling and meaning of words 
Read aloud with accurate pronunciation 
Read and show understanding of phrases and simple texts 
Speak in sentences 
Describe people, places, things in speech and writing 
Ask and answer questions 
Express opinions 
Write phrases from memory 
Adapt phrases to create new sentences 
Use a dictionary 
 

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
Develop linguistic and communicative competence 
Extend their knowledge of how language works 
Explore similarities and differences between the new 
language and any heritage languages our children have, 
and English. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 - MFL (Spanish) Key vocabulary  
Verb estar (plural), Verb ser (plural), Range of adjectives, 
Numbers 1-31, Months, Verb tener (plural), school & 
home nouns, places in town, prepositions of place, face, 



hair & eyes, Range of –AR and –ER verbs, Range of 
high-frequency nouns related to festivals and celebrations, 
free time and life at home and school, Adverbs of 
frequency & location, Verb ir, Numbers 1-31 (revisit), 
cardinal points, nouns and proper nouns for places, Verb 
hacer (singular), activity nouns, seasons, sports, numbers 
16-31, a range of –AR and –ER verbs (plural), Verbs 
deber, querer, poder (singular), a range of vocabulary for 
tasks at home and away and in school 

Main theme and area for learning 
 

Describing me and others (in class, people and friends, birthdays, dates, Día de los Muertos, concerts & celebrations, events, Sports Day) 
Saying what I and others have (at school, at home, family, teachers, in town, cities, celebrities) 
Saying what I and others do (Customs (Las Fallas), in language class, volunteering, break time, on a farm, my room, Traditions (Nochevieja, Año 
Nuevo), in school, at the weekend, free time, packing) 
Saying where you’re going and what there is there (Oviedol, compass points (Spain), Madrid. Badajoz town/village, physical geography (Peru), 
Córdoba) 
Saying what I and others do – cities and festivals (activities at home, preparing a party, weather & seasons, La Tomatina (Spain), Fiestas Patrias, 
Inti Raymi (Peru), physical geography (Spain), a party, in my free time, weather and activities, Feria de Abril, Las Fallas, physical geography (Mexico)) 
Expressing likes and actions (household chores, in school, travelling around Spain, learning languages, on holiday, in Spanish class) 

Key learning  
 
Speaking 
Ask and answer simple questions and talk about their interests - e.g. taking part in an interview about my area and interests; a survey about pets or 
favourite foods; talking to a friend about what they like to do and wear, discussing a picture with a partner, describing colours, shapes and saying 
whether they like it or not; asking for and giving directions; discussing houses, pets, food. 
Ext - Create a range of their own sentences to ask 
 
Listening 
Understand the main points from a short spoken passage in simple sentences - e.g. a short rhyme or song, a telephone message, announcement or 
weather forecast. 
Sentences describing what people are wearing, what they are doing, an announcement or message. 
Ext - Understand the main points from a longer spoken passage mode up of some less familiar language in simple sentences. 
 
Reading 
Understand the main point(s) and some of the detail from short written texts or passages in clear printed script - e.g. very simple messages on a 
postcard or email or part of a story, three to four sentences of information about their pen pal/e-pal; a description of someone’s school day. 
Ext  - Understand the main point(s) and some of the details from longer written texts or passages 
 
Writing 
Write a few short sentences with support using expressions which they have already learnt - e.g. a postcard, a simple note or message, an identity 
card. 
Write a short text on a familiar topic, adopting language which they have already learnt - e.g. 
three to four sentences for a wall display; a simple email message. 
Ext - Write a few longer sentences without support. 

Possible Misconceptions 
 
Spanish is Uniform: Many children might think that all 
Spanish speakers use the same dialect. In reality, Spanish 
varies widely by region (e.g., accents, vocabulary, and 
grammar) across Spain, Latin America, and other 
Spanish-speaking countries. 
One-to-One Translation: The children might assume that 
every English word has a direct Spanish equivalent, which 
is not always the case. Some words may have multiple 
meanings or require different contexts to translate 
correctly. 
Gendered Nouns are Uncomplicated: The concept of 
gendered nouns (masculine and feminine) can be 
confusing for the children. Some may think it’s 
straightforward, but the rules have many exceptions and 
nuances. 
Spanish is Only Spoken in Spain and Latin America: 
The children may not realize that Spanish is spoken in 
other parts of the world, including the United States, parts 
of Africa, and even in some communities in Asia. 
Cognates are Always Clear: While many English and 
Spanish words share similar roots (cognates), there are 
false cognates (e.g., "embarazada" means pregnant, not 
embarrassed) that can lead to misunderstandings. 
Spanish Grammar is Just Like English: The children 
might think that grammar rules are directly translatable, 
but Spanish has different structures and syntax that can be 
challenging for learners. 
Pronunciation is Simple: While Spanish pronunciation is 
more consistent than English, it still has its challenges 
(e.g., the rolling "r" or vowel sounds that differ from 
English). 
Learning Spanish is Only About Vocabulary: Some 
might overlook the importance of cultural context and 
practical usage in language learning, thinking that 
memorizing words alone is sufficient. 
 



 

Deeper learning  
Give detailed accounts of the customs, history and culture of the countries and communities where the language is spoken. 
 

Links to prior/subsequent learning: 
 

Key skills to develop  
Write words and phrases from memory  
Adapt phrases to create new sentences 
Describe people, places, things and actions in writing 
Gender of nouns - definite and indefinite articles 
Singular and plural forms of nouns 
Adjectives (place and agreement) 
Conjugation of key verbs (and making verbs negative) 
Connectives and qualifiers, adverbs of time, prepositions of place 

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 - MFL (Spanish) Key vocabulary  
Verb estar (plural), Verb ser (plural), Range of adjectives, 
Numbers 1-31, Months, Verb tener (plural), school & 
home nouns, places in town, prepositions of place, face, 
hair & eyes, Range of –AR and –ER verbs, Range of 
high-frequency nouns related to festivals and celebrations, 
free time and life at home and school, Adverbs of 
frequency & location, Verb ir, Numbers 1-31 (revisit), 
cardinal points, nouns and proper nouns for places, Verb 
hacer (singular), activity nouns, seasons, sports, numbers 
16-31, a range of –AR and –ER verbs (plural), Verbs 
deber, querer, poder (singular), a range of vocabulary for 
tasks at home and away and in school 

Main theme and area for learning 
 

Describing me and others (in class, people and friends, birthdays, dates, Día de los Muertos, concerts & celebrations, events, Sports Day) 
Saying what I and others have (at school, at home, family, teachers, in town, cities, celebrities) 
Saying what I and others do (Customs (Las Fallas), in language class, volunteering, break time, on a farm, my room, Traditions (Nochevieja, Año 
Nuevo), in school, at the weekend, free time, packing) 
Saying where you’re going and what there is there (Oviedol, compass points (Spain), Madrid. Badajoz town/village, physical geography (Peru), 
Córdoba) 
Saying what I and others do – cities and festivals (activities at home, preparing a party, weather & seasons, La Tomatina (Spain), Fiestas Patrias, 
Inti Raymi (Peru), physical geography (Spain), a party, in my free time, weather and activities, Feria de Abril, Las Fallas, physical geography (Mexico)) 
Expressing likes and actions (household chores, in school, travelling around Spain, learning languages, on holiday, in Spanish class) 

Key learning  
 
Speaking 
Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and 
asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 
Give a short prepared talk, on a topic of choice, including expressing opinions - e.g. talking on a familiar subject; describing a picture or part of a story. 
Ext  - Make a presentation to the class 
 
Listening 
Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources. 
Ext - Explain different opinions they have heard about the some topic, e.g. history, 
politics 
 
Reading 
Understand the main points and opinions in written texts from various contexts - e.g. 
a postcard or letter from a pen- pal; a written account of school life, a poem or port of a story. 

Possible Misconceptions 
 
Spanish is Uniform: Many children might think that all 
Spanish speakers use the same dialect. In reality, Spanish 
varies widely by region (e.g., accents, vocabulary, and 
grammar) across Spain, Latin America, and other 
Spanish-speaking countries. 
One-to-One Translation: The children might assume that 
every English word has a direct Spanish equivalent, which 
is not always the case. Some words may have multiple 
meanings or require different contexts to translate 
correctly. 
Gendered Nouns are Uncomplicated: The concept of 
gendered nouns (masculine and feminine) can be 
confusing for the children. Some may think it’s 
straightforward, but the rules have many exceptions and 



Ext  - Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in Spanish. 
 
Writing 
Write for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt: paragraphs of three to four sentences 
about themselves, about a story or a picture; a message containing three to four sentences; a postcard or greetings card. 
Ext - Explain the effect of the variety of grammatical structures that they are using, e.g. the present perfect. 

nuances. 
Spanish is Only Spoken in Spain and Latin America: 
The children may not realize that Spanish is spoken in 
other parts of the world, including the United States, parts 
of Africa, and even in some communities in Asia. 
Cognates are Always Clear: While many English and 
Spanish words share similar roots (cognates), there are 
false cognates (e.g., "embarazada" means pregnant, not 
embarrassed) that can lead to misunderstandings. 
Spanish Grammar is Just Like English: The children 
might think that grammar rules are directly translatable, 
but Spanish has different structures and syntax that can be 
challenging for learners. 
Pronunciation is Simple: While Spanish pronunciation is 
more consistent than English, it still has its challenges 
(e.g., the rolling "r" or vowel sounds that differ from 
English). 
Learning Spanish is Only About Vocabulary: Some 
might overlook the importance of cultural context and 
practical usage in language learning, thinking that 
memorizing words alone is sufficient. 

Deeper learning  
Describe, with interesting detail, some similarities and differences between countries and communities where the language is spoken and this country. 
 

Links to prior/subsequent learning: 
 

Key skills to develop  
Write words and phrases from memory  
Adapt phrases to create new sentences 
Describe people, places, things and actions in writing 
Gender of nouns - definite and indefinite articles 
Singular and plural forms of nouns 
Adjectives (place and agreement) 
Conjugation of key verbs (and making verbs negative) 
Connectives and qualifiers, adverbs of time, prepositions of place 
 

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


