
Geography Sequencing 

Link to the National Curriculum for Geography 
 EYFS Yr1 Yr 2 Yr3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 

History projects for 
possible links 

Changes within recent memory  Changes within living memory  
 
Significant events within living 
memory  
 
Space race  

Events beyond living memory  
 
WW2  
Evacuation  - the experience of 
the child compare with modern  
Significant places  
Harwell in the war  - airbases? 
 
Possible  - link to significant 
individuals in the past  

Victorians  
 
Growth, railways and empire  
 
 

Vikings  
& 
Anglo Saxons  
(build on previous years 
geography settlement learning) 

Roman  
 
Ancient  - Greece 

 stone age Britain  - and  contrast 
with  Shang dynasty China (also 
contrast Ancient Egypt)  
 
Non-european  
Benin? (could this move to yr 4?)  

Locational Knowledge  Understanding the World: 
Guiding children to make sense of 
their physical world and their 
community. The frequency and range 
of children’s personal experiences 
increase their knowledge and sense of 
the world around them - from visiting 
parks, libraries and museums to 
meeting important members of 
society. Listening to a broad selection 
of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems will foster their understanding 
of our culturally, socially, 
technologically and ecologically 
diverse world. Enriching and widening 
children’s vocabulary.  
 
Bto5 Guidance - knows about 
similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, and among 
families, communities, cultures and 
traditions. Looks closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and change in 
nature. Talks about features of their 
immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one 
another. Makes observations of 
animals and plants and explains why 
some things occur, and talks about 
changes. 
 
 
ELG: People, Culture & Communities - 
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps; Know 
some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in 
this country, drawing on their experience and 
what has been read in class; Explain some 
similarities and differences between life in 
this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and - when appropriate - 
maps. 
ELG: The Natural World - Explore the natural 
world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures; Know some similarities and 
differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been 
read in class; Understand some important 
processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons. 

Locational knowledge: 
•To know the name and location of the four 
countries of the UK and the name and 
characteristics of the capital cities. 
•To know the name and location of the UK’s 
surrounding seas.  
HIstory Link to where they have been within 
the UK and significant events 

•To know the name, location and 
characteristics of the four countries of the 
UK. 
•To know the name and location of the 
world’s seven continents and five oceans. 
 
History link - Which continents were involved 
in WW2? 

•To know the name of cities within the UK.  
(link to victorian Railways)  
•To know the name of counties within the UK 
•To know the significance of equator, 
northern and southern hemisphere  
 

•To know the name of some of the world’s 
countries with a focus on Europe inc. Russia. 
(link to where vikings and saxons travelled 
to)  
•To know the name of major cities of Europe. 
•To know the significance of the tropics of 
cancer and Capricorn. 

•To know the name of some of the world’s 
countries with a focus on North America.  
•To know the name of major cities with a 
focus on North America. 
•To know the significance of latitude and 
longitude 
•To know the significance of Arctic and 
Antarctic circle 
 

•To know the name of some of the world’s 
countries with a focus on South America.  
•To know the name of major cities with a 
focus on South America. 
•To know the significance of Greenwich, 
Meridian including day and night 
 

Place knowledge  Place knowledge: 
•To know the geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the 
UK. 
 
History LInk to the local area and changes 
within living memory 

Place knowledge: 
What is it like for children living in … explore  
 
•To know the geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country. 
 

•To know geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of 2 regions of the UK 
(Harwell & Victorian seaside location ). 

•To know and understand geographical 
similarities and differences through the study 
of human and physical geography a region 
of the UK and a region in a European 
country (Which country - possible MFL link - 
spain?)  
 

•To know geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography a region of a European 
country  and a region in North America 
 

•To know geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography a region of North 
America  and a region of South America  
 

Human and physical  •To know seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the UK. 
(possible literacy link - recounts and weather 
diaries, stories about weather)  

•To know the location of hot and cold areas 
of the world in relation to the equator and the 
North and South Pole. 
(possible link to explorers?) 
 

•To know and understand key aspects of: 
Types of settlements  
Volcanoes  
 
 

•To know and understand key aspects of: 
Water cycle  
Rivers - Amazon? Rainforest link? Wild 
water link 
Land use 
Mountains 

•To know and understand key aspects of: 
Climate zones (temperature, rainfall) 
Earthquakes 
Distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 

•To know and understand key aspects of: 
Biomes 
Vegetation belts 
Economic activity including trade links (local 
economic activity). 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork  

•To use maps and atlases to identify the UK, 
capital cities and the seas surrounding the 
UK. 
•To devise simple maps 
•To use and construct basic symbols in a key 
•To use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key and human 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment 

•To use UK and world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the UK and the continents 
and oceans of the world. 
•To use a compass and locational and 
directional language to describe the location 
of features and routes on a map.  
•To use Aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks, basic 
human and physical features. 
 

•To use maps, atlases or globes: 
to locate cities within the UK 
locate counties within the UK 
to identify the position of the equator, 
northern and southern hemisphere 
•To begin to match boundaries (e.g. find 
same boundary of a county on different scale 
maps). 
•To use some OS symbols on maps to name 
geographical regions and understand the 
importance of a key. 
•To use the 8 points of a compass 
•To use fieldwork to observe, measure 
record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs (pictogram), and digital technologies: 
Follow a route on a map with some accuracy  
•To try to make a map of a short route 
experiences, with features in current order 
(not to scale). 
 

•To use maps, atlases or globes to: 
Locate the world’s countries with a focus on 
Europe inc. Russia. 
Locate major cities of Europe. 
Identify position of the tropics of cancer and 
Capricorn. 
•To use 4-figure grid references  
•To use fieldwork to observe, measure 
record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies: 
•To follow a route on a large scale map  
•To identify features on an aerial photograph 
or computer map  
•To recognise and use OS map symbols, 
including completion of a key and 
understanding why it is important  
•To draw a sketch map from a viewpoint (e.g. 
forest school/rivers) 
 

•To use maps, atlases or globes: 
•To locate some of the world’s countries with 
a focus on North America.  
•To locate major cities with a focus on North 
America. 
•To identify position of latitude and longitude 
•To identify position of Arctic and Antarctic 
circle 
•To use 6-figure grid reference 
•To use fieldwork to observe, measure 
record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs (line graph), and digital technologies: 
•To compare maps with aerial photographs  
•To select a map for a specific purpose 
(political/physical map) 
•To use atlases to find out other information 
(e.g. temperature)  
•To draw a sketch map using symbols and a 
key 
•To use and recognise OS map symbols 
regularly 
•To use lines of longitude and latitude on 
maps  

•To use maps, atlases, globes or 
digital/computer mapping to: 
Locate some of the world’s countries with a 
focus on South America.  
Locate major cities with a focus on South 
America. 
Identify position of Greenwich, Meridian 
including day and night 
•To use fieldwork to observe, measure 
record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs (pie chart - digital), and digital 
technologies: 
•To follow a short route on a OS map. 
•To use a variety of resources to find out 
data about other places (trade distribution). 
•To draw plans of increasing complexity. 
 

Some key Vocabulary  England - London 
Northern Ireland - Belfast 
Wales - Cardiff 
Scotland - Edinburgh 
North Sea, English Channel, Bristol Chanel, 
Irish Sea 
Forest, hill, mountain, sea, river, soil, valley, 
season and weather. 
Train track, park, canal, castle, road, path, 
city 
Globe, map, atlas 

North America, South America, Europe, 
Asia, Africa, Australia and Antarctica 
Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Southern 
Ocean, Arctic Ocean and Atlantic Ocean 
Beach, cliff, coast, ocean, vegetation, town, 
village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 
North, South, East and West 
Locational and directional language e.g. near 
and far, left and right 
Aerial photograph 
Google Earth 
 

Urban, Rural , Region, Country, County 
Equator, Northern/Southern Hemisphere 
Settlement, Volcano, Lava, Magma 
Eruption, Tectonic plates, Dormant, Extinct 
Active, Mountain, Contour lines, Peak, Ridge 
Compass, Boundary, Ordnance Survey map 
Key, Symbol 
North, south, east, west, north-west, 
north-east, south-east, south-west, Route 
Present, Measure, Observe , Record 
Differences, Similarities, Compare, Contrast 

Russia, Major city, Tropic of 
Cancer/Capricorn , Water cycle, Rivers 
Condensation, Evaporation , Precipitation 
Transportation, Erosion, River bed, Load, 
Deposition, River beach, River cliff, Flow 
Up-stream, Down-stream, Tributary 
confluence , Meander, Estuary, Source, 
Mouth, Field Sketch, Grid reference, 4-figure 

Latitude , Longitude, Arctic circle 
Antarctic circle, California 
State, Climate zone, 6-figure grid-reference 
Political map, Thematic map, Physical map, 
Earthquake, Richter scale, Devastation  
Natural resources, Survival, Ring of fire, 
Minerals, Gas, Oil, Petrol, Energy, Coal 

Fairtrade, Greenwich time, Meridian time 
Time zone, Amazon rainforest, Biomes 
Arctic, Tundra, Deciduous, Savannah 
Tropical Rainforest, Coniferous, Desert , 
Vegetation belt, Economic activity 
Trade links 
 

Interesting read  
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/11/geography-in-outstanding-primary-schools/ 
 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239044/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Geography.pdf
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/11/geography-in-outstanding-primary-schools/


Geography Sequencing 

Year 1 - Geography Key vocabulary  
Map, atlas, key, symbol, United Kingdom, country, capital 
city (England - London, Northern Ireland - Belfast, Wales - 
Cardiff, Scotland - Edinburgh) 
North Sea, English Channel, Bristol Channel, Irish Sea 
Autumn, Spring, Summer, Winter, weather, seasons 
Forest/wood, hill, mountain, sea, river, stream, house, 
village, road, path, train track, park, castle, basic 
directional language 

Main theme and area for learning 
Investigate the countries and capitals of the UK and the surrounding seas 
Geographical similarities and differences between places in UK 
To explore seasons and weather patterns in the UK 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to and describe key physical and human features of a location. 
Use maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs and create their own maps using simple symbols and keys 
Simple fieldwork and observational skills to explore the school grounds and surrounding environment 

Key learning outcomes  
Children can ask and answer geographical questions (e.g. what is this place like? what will i see in this place?) 
Children will start to identify the key features of a place. 
Children will use maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries and surrounding seas. Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capitals of the UK 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the school and surrounding area. 
Begin to recognise the difference between human and physical features 
Describe the location of features and routes on a map 
Create simple maps including a key 

Possible Misconceptions 
Recognising and understanding whether a place is a city, 
country or continent, mis-labelling. 
 

Deeper learning  
Classify features 
Identify patterns 
Ask questions that gather deeper understanding 
Complete investigations and prove ideas 

Links to prior/subsequent learning 
Prior learning in EYFS - observations of our environment, 
early map work, weather and seasons work 
Year 2 - deeper exploration of different areas locally, 
nationally and internationally. Further use of maps and 
aerial photographs 

Key skills to develop  Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
Harwell focus for learning and therefore developing their 
understanding of our community 
 

Map skills 
Use a simple picture map to move around the school 
Use directional language (near, far, up, down, left, right, forwards, 
backwards) 
Use world maps to identify UK, its 4 countries and capitals 
Draw basic maps 
Begin to use maps and photographs to identify features 

Fieldwork skills 
Use basic observational skills 
Carry out a small survey of the school/local area and collect data 
Draw simple features 
Ask and respond to basic geographical questions 
Sketch simple maps from observation in a familiar environment 
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Year 2 - Geography Key vocabulary  
Compass, North, South, East, West, North America, South 
America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia and Antarctica 
Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Southern Ocean, Arctic Ocean 
and Atlantic Ocean, physical and human features,  
beach, cliff, coast, ocean, vegetation, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop, aerial 
photograph, Google Earth, locational and directional 
language e.g. near and far, left and right, Equator, North and 
South Pole, grid reference 

Main theme and area for learning 
Investigate the world’s continents and oceans 
Compare and contrast an area of the UK with that of a non-European country 
Location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and North and South Pole 
Use UK and world maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise places, landmarks and physical and human features 
Use a compass and locational/directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

Key learning outcomes  
Children can ask and answer geographical questions (e.g. what is this place like? what will I see in this place?) 
Children will start to identify the key features of a place in order to say whether it is a city, town, village, coastal or rural area. 
Children will use maps, atlases and globes to name and locate the countries, continents and oceans studied.  
Children will use aerial images and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic physical features.  
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK and a contrasting 
non-European country. 
Locate hot and cold places in the world in relation to the Equator, and then North and South Poles. 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical and human features. 
Use compass directions and locational language to describe the location of features and routes on a map 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the school and surrounding area. 
Devise a simple map and use and construct basic symbols in a key. Use simple grid references, A1, B2 etc 

Possible Misconceptions 
Recognising and understanding whether a place is a 
country or continent, mis-labelling. 
Locations of the hot/cold places 
 

Deeper learning  
Apply skills to solve problems 
Identify patterns, organise, predict 
Ask questions that gather deeper understanding 
Complete investigations and prove ideas 
Explain concepts 

Links to prior/subsequent learning 
Prior learning in Y1 - UK focused learning, introduced 
physical and human features, early map work 
Year 3 - Deepen map work to explore OS maps, 8 points 
of a compass, creating own maps with features, types of 
settlement 

Key skills to develop  Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
Developing the children’s sense of the world, countries, 
continents and their part within this. 
 

Map skills 
Follow a route on a map 
Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) 
Use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features 
Locate and name on a world map/globe the 7 continents and 5 oceans. 
Locate on a globe/world map the hot and cold areas of the world, including 
Equator, North and South Poles. 
Draw or make a map of real or imaginary places. 
Use and construct basic symbols in a key 

Fieldwork skills 
Use basic observational skills 
Carry out a small survey of the school/local area and collect data 
Draw simple features 
Ask and respond to basic geographical questions 
Create plans and draw simple features in their familiar environment 
Add labels onto a sketch map, map or photograph of features 
Sketch simple maps from observation in a familiar environment 
Recognise a photo/video as a record of what has been seen/heard 
Use a camera in the field to help record observations 
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Year 3 - Geography Key vocabulary  
Urban, rural, region, country, county, Equator, 
Northern/Southern Hemisphere, settlement, volcano, lava, 
magma, eruption, tectonic plates, dormant, extinct 
active, mountain, contour lines, peak, ridge, compass, 
boundary, Ordnance Survey map, key, symbol, north, 
south, east, west, north-west, north-east, south-east, 
south-west, route, present, measure, observe, record 
differences, similarities, compare, contrast 

Main theme and area for learning 
Name cities and counties within UK (link to History work on Victorian railways) 
Know the significance of the Equator and the Northern and Southern Hemisphere and locate on maps/globes 
Know and understand key aspects of types of settlement 
Know and understand key aspects of volcanoes 
 

Key learning outcomes  
Ask and answer questions about the physical and human characteristics of a location 
Explain their own views about a location, giving reasons 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate places and describe features 
Able to use fieldwork to observe and record features in the local area 
Able to name and locate Equator and Northern/Southern Hemisphere 
Describing geographical similarities and differences between places 
Understanding about volcanoes, their locations and their features 
Describe how the locality of the school has changed over time 
Use the 8 points of a compass, symbols and keys to communicate knowledge of the UK and wider world. Use some OS symbols.  
Use maps, atlases or globes to locate UK cities, counties in the UK.  
Follow a route on a map with some accuracy. Try to make a map of a short route with features in the correct order 

Possible Misconceptions 
Recognising and understanding whether a place is a city, 
country or continent, mis-labelling. 
Difficulty regarding NSEW and extending to NE SE  and 
maintaining an understanding of this 
OS maps and symbols 
 

Deeper learning  
Hypothesise - complete investigations and prove these hypotheses 
Explain concepts 
Further research 
Identify patterns 
Ask questions that gather a deeper understanding 

Links to prior/subsequent learning 
Prior learning in Y2 - Equator and Poles introduced, map 
and compass work 
Year 4 - Further work on Europe, tropics and time zones 

Key skills to develop  Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
Possibilities - impact on different settlements, how people 
travel, research on volcanoes and future careers 
Community - local fieldwork, impact of their findings 

Map skills 
Follow a route on a map with some accuracy 
Locate places using a range of maps, including OS and digital 
Begin to match boundaries (e.g. find the same boundary of a country on 
different scale maps) 
Use 4 figure compasses and letter/number coordinates to identify features 
on a map 
Locate the UK on different scale maps 
Name and locate the counties and cities of the UK 
Try to make a map of short route experiences, with features in correct 
order 
Create a simple scale drawing 
Use standard symbols and understand the importance of a key 

Fieldwork skills 
Ask geographical questions 
Record findings from fieldwork 
Use simple databases to present findings from fieldwork 
Draw an annotated sketch from observation including 
descriptive/explanatory labels 
Select views to photograph 
Locate the position of photos on a map 
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Year 4 - Geography Key vocabulary  
Russia, major city, Tropic of Cancer/Capricorn, water 
cycle, rivers, condensation, evaporation, precipitation, 
transportation, erosion, river bed, load, deposition, river 
beach, river cliff, flow, up-stream, down-stream, tributary 
confluence, meander, estuary, source, mouth 

Main theme and area for learning 
Name and locate some of the world’s countries, focusing on Europe (including Russia, links to History unit on Vikings and Anglo-Saxons) and their 
major cities 
Know the significance of the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and locate their positions 
Know and understand geographical similarities and differences - region in UK and region in Europe 
Know and understand key aspects of the water cycle, land use and mountains 
Recognise and use OS map symbols, and understand why it is important 

Key learning outcomes  
Children can ask and answer geographical questions about the physical and human characteristics of a location 
Explain their own views about locations, giving reasons 
Use maps, globes, atlases, online/digital mapping to locate countries and describe features 
Fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the features (physical and human) in the local area 
Able to use 4 figure grid references and 8 points of a compass 
Follow a route on a large scale map 
Identify features on an aerial photograph or computer mapping tool 
Able to name and locate counties and cities in the UK, geographical regions, features and land use and understand how some of this has changed over 
time. 
Able to name and locate countries in Europe and main physical or human characteristics. 
Name and locate the Equator, Northern and Southern Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, time zones 
Children can describe rivers, mountains and the water cycle 

Possible Misconceptions 
Aspects of the water cycle - condensation, evaporation, 
water becoming water vapour and clouds etc 
Misuse of ‘weather’ and ‘climate’ 
Assumptions that all deserts are hot and dry 

Deeper learning  
Hypothesise - complete investigations and prove these hypotheses 
Explain concepts 
Further research 
Identify patterns 
Ask questions that gather deeper understanding 

Links to prior/subsequent learning 
Prior learning in Y3 - introduced OS symbols, developed 
an understanding of hemispheres and Equator  
Year 5 - Deeper look at America, latitude and longitude, 
Arctic and Antarctic circles, climate zones and distribution 
of natural resources 

Key skills to develop  Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
Community - Recognising the impact humans and physical 
processes can have on streams and rivers and the water 
cycle. Exploring ways this could be improved - community 
and possibilities 
 

Map skills 
Follow a route on a large scale map 
Locate places on a range of maps (variety of scales) 
Identify features on an aerial photograph and/or digital map 
Begin to use 8 point compass and four figure grid references to identify 
features on a map 
Locate Europe on a large scale map/globe. Name and locate countries in 
Europe (including Russia) and their capital cities. 
Recognise and use OS map symbols, including completing a key and 
understanding why it is important 
Draw a sketch map from a high viewpoint 

Fieldwork skills 
Ask geographical questions 
Record findings from fieldwork 
Use simple databases to present findings from fieldwork 
Use appropriate terminology 
Draw an annotated sketch from observation including 
descriptive/explanatory labels 
Select views to photograph, add titles and labels giving date and location 
information. consider how photos provide useful information 
Locate the position of photos on a map 
Opportunity for stream/river fieldwork locally 
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Year 5 - Geography Key vocabulary  
Latitude, Longitude, Arctic circle, Antarctic circle, climate 
zone, 6-figure grid-reference, political map, thematic map, 
physical map, earthquake, Richter scale, devastation, 
natural resources, survival, Ring of fire, minerals, gas, oil, 
petrol, energy, coal 

Main theme and area for learning 
Name some of the world’s countries with a focus on North America. 
Name some major cities in North America 
Know the significance of latitude and longitude and the Arctic and Antarctic circles 
Know and understand key aspects of climate zones, earthquakes and distribution of natural resources (including water, energy, food, minerals) 

Key learning outcomes  
Children understand maps can be political, thematic or physical and they are able to select the type of map they need to use 
Use atlases to find out other information (e.g. temperature) 
Know geographical similarities and differences through the study of humans and physical geography of a region of a European country and a region in 
North America 
Children can identify positions of latitude and longitude and the Arctic and Antarctic Circles and they can use these lines on maps 
Use 6 figure grid references 
Able to compare maps with aerial photographs 
Children can create sketch maps using symbols and a key 
Children can identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity within a location 
Use a range of geographical sources to give detailed descriptions and opinions of the characteristic features of a location 
Describe how locations around the world are changing and explain some of the reasons for change 
Describe geographical diversity across the world 
Describe how countries and geographical areas are interconnected and interdependent 
Describe and understand climate zones, earthquakes and the distribution of natural resources 

Possible Misconceptions 
Identifying whether it’s humans impacting the physical or 
vice versa 
Mistakes regarding grid references 
Assumptions that all deserts are hot and dry 
 

Deeper learning  
Analyse and give views on the effectiveness of different geographical representations of a location 
Identify patterns, make predictions and hypothesis 
Investigate, research and cite evidence 

Links to prior/subsequent learning 
Prior learning in Y4 - broadening understanding and 
knowledge about Europe, Tropics,  
Year 6 - South America, biomes, vegetation belts, 
economic activity, OS map use 

Key skills to develop  Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
Possibilities - impact of change to areas 
 
 

Map skills 
Compare maps with aerial photographs 
Select a map for specific purposes 
Begin to use atlases to find out other information 
Find and recognise places on maps at different scales 
use 8 point compass references and 6 figure grid references 
Locate the world’s countries (focus on North America and Europe) 
Identify the positions and significance of lines of longitude and latitude 
Draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data 
Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key 
USe and recognise OS map symbols regularly 

Fieldwork skills 
Begin to select appropriate methods for data collection 
Use graphs to display collected data 
Evaluate the quality of evidence collected and begin to suggest 
improvements 
Evaluate their sketch against set criteria and improve it 
Use sketches as evidence in an investigation and begin to annotate them 
to describe and explain geographical process and patterns 
Make a judgement about the best angle/viewpoint when taking a photo or 
completing a sketch 
Use photographic evidence in their investigations 
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Year 6 - Geography Key vocabulary  
Fairtrade, Greenwich time, Meridian time, time zone, 
rainforest, biomes, tundra, deciduous, savannah 
tropical rainforest, coniferous, desert, vegetation belt, 
economic activity, trade links 

Main theme and area for learning 
Know the name of some of the world’s countries, with a focus on South America. Know the names of major cities in South America 
To know the geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography in a region of North America and a region of 
South America 
Know the significance of Greenwich, Meridian 
Know and understand key aspects of biomes, vegetation belts and economic activity (including trade links) 

Key learning outcomes  
Children can name some countries and cities in South America and recognise and describe the similarities and differences between locations chosen 
Children can collect and analyse statistics and other information to draw conclusions about locations 
Identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity within a location 
Use a range of geographical sources to give detailed descriptions and opinions of the characteristic features of a location 
Use different types of fieldwork sampling to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area. Record these results 
Name and locate countries and cities across the world, and their identifying human and physical characteristics and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time 
Identify and describe geographical significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern/Southern Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer/Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic circles, time zones 
Describe geographical diversity around the world 
Describe how countries and geographical regions are interconnected and interdependent 
Describe and understand key aspects of biomes, vegetation belts and economic activity 
Use the 8 points of a compass, six figure grid references, symbols and a key (using OS standard symbols) to communicate knowledge of the UK and 
the world 
Create maps of locations identifying patterns (such as land use, climate zones, population densities, height of land) 

Possible Misconceptions 
Possible misuse of ‘weather’ and ‘climate’ 
Identifying whether it’s humans impacting the physical or 
vice versa 
Assumptions that all deserts are hot and dry 
 

Deeper learning  
Analyse and give views on the effectiveness of different geographical representations of a location 
Identify patterns, make predictions and hypothesis 
Investigate, research and cite evidence 

Links to prior/subsequent learning 
Prior learning in Y5 - observations of our environment, 
early map work, weather and seasons work 
KS3 - CHildren consolidate and extend their knowledge of 
the world’s major countries and their physical and human 
features. Recognise how places change over time due to 
physical and human processes 

Key skills to develop  Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and 
‘Possibilities’ 
Developing children’s sense of a global interconnected 
and interdependent community and beginning to 
understand the possibilities regarding their positive impact 
on these. Children will begin to understand how positive 
changes can be made. 

Map skills 
Follow a short route on an OS map 
Describe the features shown in an OS map 
Use atlases to find out data about places 
Use 8 point compass and 6 figure grid references accurately 
Use lines of longitude and latitude on maps 
Locate the world’s countries on a variety of maps, including the areas 
studied throughout KS2 
Draw plans of increasing complexity 
Begin to use and recognise atlas symbols 

Fieldwork skills 
Select appropriate methods for data collection 
Use graphs to display collected data 
Evaluate the quality of evidence collected and suggest improvements 
Evaluate their sketch against set criteria and improve it 
Use sketches as evidence in an investigation and annotate them to 
describe and explain geographical process and patterns 
Make a judgement about the best angle/viewpoint when taking a photo or 
completing a sketch 
Use photographic evidence in their investigations 

 
 


