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Harwell Primary School YA

At Harwell School, we aim to inspire creativity and self-expression. We encourage our
children on their musical journeys and give them opportunities to connect with others.

We aim to foster a lifelong love of music by exposing them to diverse musical experiences
and igniting a passion for music.

By listening and responding to different musical styles, and finding their voices as performers
and as composers, we will enable them to become confident, reflective musicians.

Curriculum music

At Harwell Primary School, music is both connected to our project curriculum and taught
discreetly. The Curriculum was developed with the national curriculum and the DFE model
curriculum in mind.

The school makes use of ‘Sing -up’ for curriculum support and the Oxford Music Service.

As part of the curriculum offer, Violins are taught to all Year 3 children and Ukulele is taught
to Year 5 through the Oxford Music Service.

National Curriculum

KS1 National Curriculum KS2 National Curriculum

Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught to: Key stage 2 Pupils should be taught to:

e use their voices expressively and e sing and play musically with increasing
creatively by singing songs and speaking confidence and control.
chants and rhymes play tuned and e They should develop an understanding
untuned instruments musically of musical composition, organising and

e listen with concentration and manipulating ideas within musical
understanding to a range of high-quality structures and reproducing sounds from
live and recorded music aural memory.

e experiment with, create, select and e Pupils should be taught to: play and
combine sounds using the inter-related perform in solo and ensemble contexts,
dimensions of music. using their voices and playing musical

instruments with increasing accuracy,
fluency, control and expression

e improvise and compose music for a
range of purposes using the inter-related
dimensions of music listen with attention
to detail and recall sounds with
increasing aural memory

e use and understand staff and other
musical notations

e appreciate and understand a wide range
of high-quality live and recorded music




drawn from different traditions and from
great composers and musicians

e develop an understanding of the history
of music.

EYFS

Children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and
play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children
see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression,
vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and
depth of experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating
what they hear, respond to and observe.

Year 1

Children develop skills of pitch matching consecutive notes, showing the beat as they sing
and clapping the rhythm of the melody (tune).

Children to sing independently and with a partner.

Sing as a group, then with pitch/rhythm actions.

Sing as a group while tapping the pulse. They can clap the rhythm as they sing.
Children to sing an echoing line in response to a leader and then in pairs.

Year 2

Children can sing a song with larger intervals (‘jumps’ between notes) with accurate pitch.
They can feel the beat and demonstrate it with actions and confidently clap the rhythm of
the song.

To sing a song and mark the beat with actions.

Learn a clapping game that shows the rhythm.

Children make up their own body percussion sounds to the rhythm of the melody.

Year 3

Children begin to develop the skills of singing in harmony by holding a note while another
part sings. Children will sing smoothly and gently, and accompany themselves with a
drone.

To Sing the call-and-response song in half-class groups, holding the notes at the ends of
the phrases.

To sing the call and-response in groups adding a drone accompaniment.

To sing the call and-response with solo parts accompanied by a drone.

Year 4
Children are able to sing a part with accurate pitch and rhythm in a partner song (a
contrapuntal texture) and adopt a rhythmic movement or accompaniment.

Sing different parts of songs rhythmically
Adopt a rhythmic accompaniment while singing.
Sing a part in the partner song, rhythmically and from memory.

Year 5

Children are able to sing a part in a round with a pitched ostinato, and perform with a
sense of ensemble.

To sing in unison while playing an instrumental beat (untuned).

To sing in a two part round while playing an instrumental beat (untuned).

To sing in a four part round accompanied with a pitched ostinato.




Year 6

Children can hold a part in three-part harmony, while dancing in time with the music and
each other. Children sing with a sense of the ensemble.

Sing in unison with movement.

Sing the chorus in two and three parts with movement/actions

Music Knowledge Planner for more detailed progression.

Extra-curricular music
Choir and Music Tuition

The school has an active choir which sings at several local festivals and events each year.
The choir meets weekly and is open to Years 2 to 6.

The school supports children who wish to learn an instrument through the Oxfordshire Music
Service. Currently, violins, guitars and keyboards are taught during the week. Bookings and
payments are made through the Oxfordshire Music Service. Further details can be found
here .

Musical experiences

KS1 and KS2 children are part of a weekly singing assembly. We sing in a range of different
musical styles and genres. We also listen to music from different cultures and times.

Key Stage 1 and EYFS perform their own musical nativity, including shows to parents and
their peers.

Key Stage 2 performs an annual musical show to their peers and parents.

Each year, two professional musical companies are brought in to enrich children's musical
experiences and to enjoy live performances.

As part of our Healthy Body and Healthy Minds week, we include music workshops

Future plans

The school will continue to review the impact of the music curriculum and assess
professional development for staff to ensure that the skills and knowledge to deliver the
curriculum aims.


https://harwellprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Music-2023.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service

