Intent

History Sequencing

At Harwell School, our aim is for the children to know more and understand more about the history of these islands as a coherent chronological sequence and how significant ancient cultures existed simultaneously.
History helps children know the complexities of people’s lives in the past; how they are similar and different from each other and our own; and how they have influenced their present communities. Historical thinking
equips our historians to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh the evidence and develop perspective.

Link to History National Curriculum

EYFS

Yr1

Yr 2

Yr3

Yr4

Yr5

Yr 6

Knowledge link to the national
curriculum

EYFS Framework - UW: Guiding children
to make sense of their physical world
and their community. The frequency
and range of children’s personal
experiences increase their knowledge
and sense of the world around them -
from visiting parks, libraries and
museums to meeting important
members of society. Listening to a
broad selection of stories, non-fiction,
rhymes and poems will foster their
understanding of our culturally,
socially, technologically and
ecologically diverse world. Enriching
and widening children’s vocabulary.

Changes within living memory. Where
appropriate, these should be used to reveal
aspects of change in national life

The lives of significant individuals in the past
who have contributed to national and
international achievements.

Events beyond living memory that are

significant nationally or globally [for example,

the events commemorated through
festivals or anniversaries

The lives of significant individuals in the past
who have contributed to national and
international achievements. Some should be
used to compare aspects of life in different
periods

Significant historical events, people and
places in their own locality

A study of an aspect or theme in British
history that extends pupils’ chronological
knowledge beyond 1066 (a significant
turning point in British history, for example,
the first railways )

A local history study

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and
Scot

the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward
the Confessor

A non-European society that provides
contrasts with British history —

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain

Ancient Greece — a study of Greek life and
achievements and their influence on the
western world

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the
Iron Age

The achievements of the earliest civilizations
— an overview of where and when the first
civilizations appeared and a depth study of;
The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China

Historical themes and key
lines of enquiry

Make sure there is a range
of deeper questions
e (Cause and
consequence
What happened and what
happened as a result?
e Change and
continuity
What changed during the
life of a person and what
stayed the same?
e Similarity and
difference
Comparing different
periods or features within
different periods
e Handling evidence
Analysing and infer from
original evidence
e Historical
significance
What is the criteria for
that?

the World:

Enjoys joining in with family
customs and routines. Talk about
past and present events in their
own life and in the lives of family
members. Know about
similarities and differences
between themselves and others,
and among families,
communities, cultures and
traditions.

ELG Past and Present - Talk
about the lives of the people
around them and their roles in
society. Know some similarities
and differences between things in
the past and now, drawing on
their experiences and what has
been read in class. Understand
the past through settings,
characters and events
encountered in books read in
class and storytelling.

To know significant events within
living memory - to understand
what is the past and how we find
out about it

To contrast life today with life in
the near past - what is the same
and what is different

To begin to think about how we
know about the past (oral history)

Begin to express awareness of
the past and to use historical
vocabulary to describe the past.
To note significant events and
people

To explore the lives of children in
world war two

How lives of children are similar
and different today - to contrast
lives today with the lives of
children in WW2

WW2 Harwell - impact on the
local area (Commonwealth war
grave)

Explore through common themes
l.e. food, games, clothes

To think about how we know
about the past - Different sources

first-hand sources, recounts and
photographic evidence

Design link - packaging for gas
masks and Yr 3 chocolate boxes

To understand the key events of
Queen Victoria’s reign

(Did Queen Victoria or has
Queen Elizabeth Il seen more
change in their reigns?)

To place events onto a timeline
To understand how the railways
changed Britain (link to the
growth of technology)

Leisure and free time - how did
working lives change through the
Victorian age?

Contrast life today with victorian
Britain i.e. Childhood, leisure,
work

See side trip?

Use a range of pictorial and
written sources - Begin to
consider which resources will be
more reliable, what are the
benefits/risks for the resources?

How were the British able to gain
and keep a global empire?

Did the British Empire do any
good?

How do we know about the past?
How do we know about Vikings?
(What evidence can help us
improve how we can describe the
Vikings?)

Contrast the sources for the
Vikings and Anglo Saxons and
Victorians - why is that?

How oral tradition and stories tell
us about lives?

Know the influence of Anglo
Saxons and Vikings had on
Britain - and how they struggled
to control Britain

Alfred the Great

How similar and different was
Cnut’s empire to other empires?
(could link to Romans or British
empires studied before or after)

To know the legacy of Roman
Britain

How lives of celts changed &
stayed the same

How was Roman Britain
connected to the wider world?
How did Rome control Britain and
how did Britain revolt?

To know the legacy of Ancient
Greece

How did it influence cultures that
came after? (Roman, European)
What have the Ancient Greeks
ever done for us!

Great Greeks - Thinkers, writers,
mathematicians

Was Alexander Great truly great?

How do we know about the
distant past? Can the past be
trusted? Why are there different
interpretations of the past?

To study a non-European
civilisation -i.e. Japan

To contrast British history at that
time (learnt previously)

What was stone age Britain like
and how did it compare with
other places at that time (Shang
Dynasty china)

Composite knowledge

Historical times/themes
(Organised in descending

History changes within recent
memory

History changes within living
memory

Significant events within living
memory

Space race

Events beyond living memory

Ww2

Evacuation - the experience of
the child compare with modern
Significant places

Harwell in the war - air bases?

Victorians

Growth
Railways and empire

Vikings
&
Anglo Saxons

Non-European
- Mayans

Roman

Ancient - Greece

Stone age Britain - and contrast
with Shang dynasty China (also
contrast Ancient Egypt)

Non - European (Japan)



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239035/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_History.pdf

History Sequencing

order to support Possible - link to significant
Chronology individuals in the past

- Knowledge rich)

Component parts

What are the key part of
each area that the children
need to know to be
successful?

Interesting reads
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/27/history-in-outstanding-primary-schools/


https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/27/history-in-outstanding-primary-schools/

History Sequencing

Year 1 - History

Main theme and area for learning

Changes within living memory

To know how Britain and their local area has changed within their lives and the lives of their immediate family and community members.
The lives of significant individuals

Key vocabulary

Related to the passing of time such as:

Yesterday, last week, last year, when | was a baby, when
my mummy was young

What...? Where..? When..? Technology, photos, artefacts,
modern, timetable, opinion, facts

Key learning outcomes

To know significant events within living memory - to understand what is the past and how we find out about it
Focus on oral history and how this can help us learn about the past and to begin to think about how we know about the past (oral history)
Interview children and adults to find out about their experiences

To contrast life today with life in the near past - what is the same and what is different?
Comparison skills - how everyday items that they use everyday may have been different in the past.
Technology, Food, Games, Toys that they and their parents play with

Begin to express awareness of the past and to use historical vocabulary to describe the past.

To note significant events and people within the timescale and to begin to understand why they are important.
Begin to develop a sense of chronology working backwards from the present.

To begin to understand the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements.
Who was the Queen and why is she remembered?
Who is Neil Armstrong and why is he remembered? (Other possible links to first woman in space and first Briton)

Possible Misconceptions

Understand that different people will remember events
differently.

What is important to one person may not have been
important to another and why it is useful to get more
information.

The misconception of days, weeks, months and years can
affect their understanding

Deeper learning

Ask questions that gather deeper understanding
Looking for patterns and generalisations from answers/evidence

Links to prior/subsequent learning

EYFS - curriculum - immediate past (yesterday, last
week)

Yr 2 to build on this - beyond living memory.

Introduces children to key concept that the past is different
to the present and can be compared, impact of WW2 on
our local area, historical investigation skills, significant
people

Key skills to develop

Questioning

What are the best questions to find out about the past?
Chronology

To place basic information on a personal timeline

Sources

Oral history - how does this help us understand about the past ?
Images - how can pictures help us learn about the past?

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and
‘Possibilities’

Local citizens sharing their experiences (intergenerational)




History Sequencing

Year 2 - History

Main theme and Key line of enquiry
How was life for children similar and different in the past, beyond living memory?

To know how the lives of significant individuals in the past have contributed to national and international events.

Key vocabulary
Evacuee, rationing, shelter, air raid, gas mask, refugee,
biography, source

Key learning

To explore the lives of children in the 1930s/40s

To understand how lives of children were similar and different to today - to contrast lives today with the lives of children in WW2
To understand the impact of war on the lives of children

Focus on - What was life like as an evacuee?

Explore through common themes

l.e. food, games, clothes

To think about how we know about the past and how we find out through different sources:
first-hand sources,

recounts

photographic evidence

Documents (school records)

To understand what Princess Elizabeth (Queen Elizabeth 2nd) did during the war.

To understand the lives of explorers and what made them important historical figures

Look in more depth at the life of Charles Darwin and Matthew Henson and Sir Raunaulph Fiennes

How we can use a different source (biography) to find out about the past and how this compares to secondary sources such as information
books/internet information

Possible Misconceptions

Recognising that evidence can be unreliable
E.g propaganda posters

Recognising that biographies and secondary information
represent a point of view

Deeper learning
To begin to compare different sources and to generalise from a collection of information about what the past was like to experience.
To consider how the actions of a person can tell us about the person themselves and the past they lived in (i.e Charles Darwin)

Links to prior/subsequent learning

Link to remembrance (PSHE) and community links (war
graves)

Link to Yr 1 significant events (death of QE2), oral history
and recorded oral history & compare/contrast lives today
with those in past/near past

Link to Yr 3 victorians

Key skills to develop

Questioning

What are the best questions to find out about the past?
Chronology - To place key information on a timeline

Sources

Oral history - how does this help us understand about the past ?
Images - how can pictures help us learn about the past?
Biography

Which sources are most reliable?

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and
‘Possibilities’

WW?2 Harwell - impact on the local area (Commonwealth
war grave)




History Sequencing

Year 3 - History

Main theme and Key line of enquiry
To understand a significant period within British history focusing on the Victorian age and how life changed and was changed by the period.

To understand how the Victorians affected and influenced the local area

To understand how the legacy of the Victorians affect us today - internationally, nationally and locally.

Key vocabulary

Victorians, empire, chronology, legacy, revolution, industry,
inventors, pioneers, explorers, trade, power, census,
working conditions

Key learning
To be able to place the Victorian age, and significant events, into a chronology and how the Victorian age links to prior learning.

To develop their understanding that the Victorian age life was not the same all the way through and that significant changes occurred including the
changes within technology. To be able to compare how the early and late Victorian age was different.

To begin to understand the growth of industry and the changes that brought to town/city and family life.
Focus on working lives especially to that of lives of children and how society reacted to try to protect children - work law and education laws.

To learn about how technology changed i.e. railways, and how that growth of technology impacted on everyday life
Focusing on the growth of railways and leisure time and what that meant for people - i.e changes in free time and pastimes

To understand significant individuals within the Victorian age - Queen Victoria, Brunel (link to Year 2 Charles Darwin)
Local history

To understand how the local area changed during the Victorian age (Geography link)

How houses and the village changed over time.

Legacy

What did Victorians do for us?

To begin to understand the global impact of the Victorians.

How the Victorian empire was built on sea power and trade (similar to the Vikings)

Possible Misconceptions
That all Victorians were wealthy

That the Victorian age was uniform - 1840s were very
different to the 1890s

Deeper learning
To compare different historical sources - primary, secondary and tertiary and evaluate which is more credible

Consider - was the British Empire a good or bad empire?

Links to prior/subsequent learning

Beyond living memory (yr2) How victorian changes to
leisure impacted on modern ideas/lifestyles (link to EYFS
and Yr 1)

Empire link toyr4 & 5

Key skills to develop

To develop an understanding of how to use primary sources such as the 1851 census and what they can tell us about lives in the past.
To develop inference skills when interpreting different sources

E.g. what does the painting/photo tell us about the past

E.g. What does the transcript from the parliament committee on child labour about working conditions for children?

How can we tell if the

To compare the lives of children in the Victorian age to today (School, Leisure, home life, work)

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and
‘Possibilities’

Understand the possibilities from changes/industrial
revolutions and how this can drive us in the future



https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/census-detective/

History Sequencing

Year 4 - History

Main theme and Key line of enquiry
To understand why the Saxons and Vikings settled in Britain

To understand what life was like in Anglo-Saxon and Viking britain

To know the influence of Anglo Saxons and Vikings had on Britain - and how they struggled to control Britain

Key vocabulary
Anglo-Saxon, Viking, trade, raid, immigration, source,
evidence, legacy

Key learning

How do we know about the distant past?
- Contrast the sources for the Vikings/Anglos Saxons and the Victorians - and to understand why the differences in sources exist.
- To understand the difficulties/limitations of the evidence that we have

To develop an understanding of the chronology of this age and how it fits together with the prior learning (Yr 3-FC)

To explore why the Vikings and the Anglo Saxons came to Britain
What was life like in Anglo Saxon and Viking Britain

To understand how everyday lives were similar and different to now.
Explore through common themes

l.e. food, games, clothes, art

To understand how the Vikings and Saxons affected and influenced Britain (and where possible the local area)
What changed during Anglo Saxon and Viking Britain and what changed as a result of their presence?
Legacy - language, art, popular culture

To recognise the extent of Viking trading/raiding links and the importance of the sea

How oral tradition and stories tell us about their lives? (beowulf/kennings literacy link)

Possible Misconceptions
Vikings did not have horned helmets

Vikings were not all bloodthirsty warriors but also farmers,
traders, craftsmen

Deeper learning

To develop the deeper understanding of Vikings as traders

To know that their empire was built on sea power and to compare Cnut's empire with that of Victorian Britain

How similar and different was Cnut’s empire to other empires?

To understand significant individuals during the period - who should be remembered more? |.e. Alfred the Great or King Cnut?

Links to prior/subsequent learning

Link to ideas of empire and different types of empire (Victorian
empire built on trade and sea power) Yr 3

Y5 links to Roman and Greek Empires

Y6 links to Shang’s Dynasty

Literacy link - etymology Saxon and Viking language links

Key skills to develop

Questioning of sources

What does this (source) tell us about the past?

What does it not tell us about the past?

Which source is more reliable?

Develop inference skills

How have images of the Vikings in popular culture (i.e. how to train your dragon) created a false understanding of the past
Chronology - To place key information on a timeline

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and
‘Possibilities’

To develop their understanding of communities and find
local influences (i.e. Anglo Saxon Place names)

Hooke Court residential visit




History Sequencing

Year 5 - History

Main theme and Key line of enquiry
What was the Roman empire and what was its impact on Britain

What was life like in Ancient Greece and what was the influence on the western world?

Key vocabulary

Roman

Celt

Artefact

Legion (and other military words)
Forum (and other town related words)
Latin

Key learning
Why did the Romans come to Britain?

What was life like before the Romans and how did it change after the Romans arrived?
(How lives of Celts changed and stayed the same)
Explore through common themes
l.e. food, games, clothes, art
How was Roman Britain connected to the wider world?
How did Rome control Britain and how did Britain revolt?
Focusing on the what we know about Boudicca
How do we know about the distant past?
- To understand the difficulties/limitations of the evidence that we have (look at Roman accounts vs archaeological evidence)

To develop an understanding of the chronology of this age and how it fits together with the prior learning (Yr 4-FC)

To know that there were different periods of Ancient Greece

To know that Ancient Greece was not a unified country but a collection of city states

To explore how the climate and geography affected the development of Ancient Greek culture/life

What was life like in ancient greece? Explore through Athens and Sparta

Explore through common themes

l.e. food, games, clothes, art

To recognise the influence of Ancient Greece on cultures that came after (Roman and European) (Legacy)
Language, Maths, Architecture, Ideas

Debate - which Greek thinker left the biggest legacy?

Possible Misconceptions

Gaps in historical evidence - artefacts are useful but they
are not the complete picture
What is missing from the evidence?

Histories are written by the winner (no first hand accounts
from the britons)

Greek myths/stories - later copies and translations -
increases the potential for errors/interpretations

Deeper learning

Should we be sceptical about Roman accounts of Boudicca’s revolt?

Was Alexander truly great?

Was Greek democracy for everyone? The role of slavery in Ancient Greece

Literacy link - etymology Roman and Greek language links.
Maths link - etymology of Roman and Greek language (e.g. polygon; equilateral, etc)

Links to prior/subsequent learning

Using artefacts to begin to think about how we know about the
past (Year 6).

Using Britain's revolt against Rome to think about the different
interpretations of the past (Year 6)

Build on an understanding of European civilisations (those within
Britain and then in Europe) and to understand how these might
compare to civilisations out of Europe.

Key skills to develop

To develop inference skills through interpretation of primary source artefacts

What is the historical significance of these artefacts and what are the limitations?
How does the literature/stories/myths help us understand how the Greeks thought?

Begin to consider different interpretations of the past - not just at the time but also with subsequent historians (and revisions of those histories) and
begin to understand how later historians were influenced by their own times/ages views

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and
‘Possibilities’

Cultural capital - links with languages etymological roots
of words (also link with maths)
Latin links with spanish




History Sequencing

Year 6 - History

Main theme and Key line of enquiry

How do we know about the past? Can the past be trusted?
Stone-age Britain

Shang Dynasty comparison

Japan

Key vocabulary
Neolithic , Mesolithic, Paleolithic, Dynasty, domestication
Artefact, archeology, hunter gatherer

Key learning

Can the past be trusted?

How do we know about the very distant past?

What are the sources of information?

What can we rely on and what has had to be guessed?

To develop an understanding of the chronology of this age and how it fits together with the prior learning (Yr 5-FC)
What characterises neolithic from mesolithic and palaeolithic?

With the challenges of finding out about the past in mind, what was neolithic stone age Britain like?
Changes from hunter gatherer to permanent settling/domestication

What came after the neolithic? Did life change much?
Why was Britain so late to the neolithic age?

Compare life in neolithic Britain with other places at that time with a focus on Shang Dynasty China.

Explore comparison through common themes
l.e. food, clothes, art, technology

Possible Misconceptions
Stone age people lived alongside dinosaurs
Stone age only lived in caves

Stone age was at the same time as the ice age

Deeper learning

Explore why Britain was so far behind other nations at that time?

Consider cultural bias - why is the Shang Dynasty less well known?

Deepen interpretations of evidence

How does the media influence our interpretation of the past - depictions of the stone age

Links to prior/subsequent learning

Link to other great civilisations and their legacy.
To contrast different civilisations (non european)
To build on interpretations of evidence

Key skills to develop

To further develop inference skills through questioning of the interpretation of primary source artefacts
How do archaeologists create whole scenes from a few fragments?

To consider different interpretations of the past?

How is our understanding of the past changing?

Links to curriculum drivers ‘Community’ and
‘Possibilities’

Recognise community links in the ages explored.
Understand the values these communities may have had
and how they are similar to and different from ours




